
1 Conference Opening Message from The President 
 
As many of you will know, I will be unable to attend this year's Conference - being otherwise engaged 

trying to avoid being blown off the side of a mountain in Chile. Mike Dowling will be chairing the 

Conference in my absence (thanks Mike). 
  

I see a major focus of this conference, building on the initial work which was done at the 
development meeting in Perth a couple of months back, as being to make plans for how best we can 

take advantage of the ASC's new focus on juniors (through Sporting Schools) to build our own 
participation in the younger age groups. It has been a bit frustrating that the ASC has taken some 

time to get some clarity into their own plans in this area (although, in fairness, the ASC has been 

going through a complicated time of its own because of major staff cuts and consequent 
reorganisation of roles within the organisation). 

  
No doubt a lot of time will be devoted to discussing financial matters, especially the paper on 

distributing costs between states which Bruce Bowen has tabled. Our goal is to work towards a 

method that is fair, equitable and transparent, and doesn't provide undue disincentives to states 
doing what we want them to be doing - increasing their participation and their membership. 

Ultimately, the best way to increase the amount of money available to the sport at all levels is to 
increase participation, and I am pleased by the progress which is being made in this area. (I look 

forward to us cracking the 100,000 mark in annual participation in the next year or two).  
  

As a result of the changes we made to the Constitution earlier this year, we have vacant positions on 

the Board. I would encourage those of you who are attending the conference (and who aren't already 
Board members) to think about whether you might be interested in taking on a Board position. We 

are especially interested in someone who would be interested in taking on the areas of 
marketing/sponsorship, or someone who would be interested in taking charge of the Sporting Schools 

program as it develops.  

  
Blair 

 


