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Orienteering Australia normally hosts two major carnivals each year: 
 

 The Australian 3-Days (including elite prologue and other Good Friday events). This takes 
place over the Easter weekend. Whether this is extended into a longer carnival (e.g. by 
running events on the following weekend) is at the discretion of the host State. 

 

 The Australian Championships carnival. This will normally contain (unless modified as the 
result of hosting of the Oceania Championships) the Australian Long, Middle, Sprint and 
Relay Championships, and the Australian Schools Championships incorporating a sprint, 
individual and relay competition. It may contain a State Championships event and other 
public events at the discretion of the host State.  

 
This carnival is normally held in the week at the end of September/start of October which is 
common to most/all states as school holidays. There are some situations in which mid-year 
timing may be considered for the Australian Championships (e.g. if the event is to be in 
northern Australia, or to create a timeslot for an Oceania Championships), but such a 
timeslot will almost always clash with JWOC, and often with WOC and WMOC, and should 
therefore be considered only in unusual circumstances. 

 
In addition, Australia is scheduled to host the biennial Oceania Championships every four years, in 
rotation with New Zealand.  
 
Considerations for scheduling of Orienteering Australia’s future carnivals: 
 
1) Oceania 2017 
 
New Zealand will be hosting the Oceania Championships (sprint, middle, long, relay) over the 4 days 
of Easter 2017, immediately prior to WMOC 2017 which is part of World Masters Games being held 
in NZ April 21-30. 
 
2) Australian 3-Days 2017 
 
Therefore the Australian 3-Days  will not be held in Tasmania at Easter 2017 as originally scheduled, 
in turn raising a number of questions and considerations: 

a) Does any state/territory wish to host the 2017 Australian 3-Days at another time, e.g. 
Queen’s Birthday Long weekend in June; 

b) Does any state wish to hold a lower-key competition (more like Christmas 5-Days format) 
over the Easter weekend to attract competitors not going to NZ; 

c) What do we do with other competitions normally based around Easter e.g. champion club, 
rankings, university championships, ‘Family Teams Event’; 

d) What to do with OA meetings and AGM; 
e) Impact on WOC & JWOC selection; 
f) Financial impact on OA’s revenue. 

 
3) Oceania 2019 
 
Oceania Championships rotate between Australia and NZ and are allocated to Australia every 4th 
year. In 2007 this was as a 3rd national carnival hosted by ACT in October, with the Aust Champs 
having been during JWOC in Dubbo; in 2011 Oceania & Aust Champs became a combined/composite 



carnival between Vic, NSW and ACT, held during the Aust Champs timeslot (with the Australian 
Middle and Sprint Championships moving to the Easter week); in 2015 Tasmania is hosting Oceania 
in January during the World Cup races. 
 
 State/territory associations are requested to indicate preliminary interest in hosting Oceania 2019. 
Given that NZ holds its national championships at Easter, the probable timing options are:  

 a January carnival (noting limited range of possible hosts);  

 October in conjunction with an Aust Champs week; 

 mid-year as a standalone carnival (noting possible clashes with European races);  

 October as a standalone carnival with the Aust Champs moving to mid-year (ditto).  
 

The host state may take the opportunity to formally celebrate 50 years of orienteering in Australia. 
 

Also, OA could consider seeking World Cup status for Oceania 2019, assuming  World Cup retains its 
current format; this would of course limit the timing options further.   
 
4) Major Event Rotation Between the States/Territories  
 
In the current structure, previously allocated until 2020 as per the following schedule for Australian 
3-Days and Australian Championships, ACT, NSW and Victoria are on a 6-year cycle and Queensland, 
SA/NT, Tasmania and WA are on an 8-year cycle, with the rotation as evenly-spaced as possible (e.g. 
avoiding giving the states on an 8-year cycle a 5.5 then 2.5 year gap) and with no two ‘outer’ states 
having a carnival in the same year.  
 

 Australian 3 Day 
Championships 

Australian 
Championships 

Oceania 
Championships 

2015 SA Victoria Australia – Tasmania with  
concurrent World Cup races 

2016 ACT Qld  

2017 Tasmania NSW NZ - during Easter, 
immediately prior to WMOC 

2018 Victoria SA  

2019 WA ACT Australia – host state 
required 

2020 NSW Tasmania  

 
It is recommended that the Oceania Championships be added into this schedule so that they are 
automatically allocated to a state and become a 3rd major carnival within the relevant year. Once 
this has been agreed by Conference, an 8-year schedule will be prepared incorporating Australian 3-
Days, Australian Championships, and Oceania Championships.  
 
Tasmania had originally been allocated the Australian 3-Days in 2017 but will now not host these; if 
the Australian 3-Days are to be held at all in 2017 it will be as a low-key event (see above discussion). 
If there is no state volunteering to host Oceania 2019, one option would be to give Easter 2018 to 
Tasmania and then if Victoria is willing, Oceania 2019 would go to Victoria in place of the Australian 
3-Days 2018 However, hosting Australian Championships in 2020 may be a bit much for Tasmania 
thereafter and so a 3-way swap might be necessary.  
 
5) National Orienteering League race scheduling  
 
States are requested to submit nominations to host NOL races for the following year to the OA Head 
Coach by February 28th of each year, using the form which is an appendix to the 2015 NOL 



Guidelines. The  final  event  schedule  for  each  National  Orienteering League  season  should  be  
approved  by  the Orienteering Australia Board at the Annual General Meeting of the previous year. 
 
The expectation is to have at least twelve events in the annual NOL programme, which should have 
approximately equal distributions of the four primary foot orienteering disciplines; i.e. Sprint, Middle 
Distance, Long/Ultralong Distance and Relay/Sprint Relay. 
 
All states/territories are entitled to host a NOL round at least once every two years, however, the 
difficulty is in getting hosts to volunteer. In certain circumstances clubs or individuals may choose to 
host a race or round with the endorsement of their host state/territory; this may require additional 
support from OA. 
 
It is intended that the preliminary NOL schedule will be determined at least 2 years in advance to 
match available terrain and race formats to the selection requirements of that year’s international 
races.  
 
6) Bushrangers vs Pinestars Test Matches 
 
These are to be NOL races and WREs wherever possible when hosted in Australia. Consideration 
could be given to making the NZ races part of the NOL series on occasion to encourage Australian 
athletes towards international competiton. 
  
7) World Ranking Events 
 
OA will need to negotiate with NZOF how the extra events available to the Oceania region in 2016 
are allocated. This will be discussed at a technical meeting with NZOF representatives during 
Oceania 2015. In the past, there has been an informal agreement that the extra events are split 2-1 
between Australia and New Zealand.  
 
8) Clashes between State Championships 
 
It is stated in the OA Operational Manual that adjoining states must not hold their championships on 
the same weekend, however, this was written at a time when states had only long championships, 
which were nearly always held in August/September; now there are also clashes between middle 
and sprint championships to avoid if possible - and competitors in states with no championship on a 
given weekend may have to choose between attending championships on either side of them.  
 
Consideration should be given to an interactive online calendar into which states can place their 
championship preferences during May-June of the preceding year and then negotiations can be 
moderated by the Chair of the Events Committee. It is in the interests of all states involved to avoid 
clashes between events which might draw significant interstate attendance. 
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