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3.4 Risk Management for OA    Annual Conference 2014 

 

Orienteering Australia has Risk management policies in place to mitigate risks such as: 

 Serious injury or health impact on competitors, or in some cases officials, 

 Inability of the sport to get insurance cover at a reasonable cost, 

 Loss of access to map areas, 

 Adverse publicity resulting from a serious incident. 

Most events are organised at State or Club level and in general these organisations also have 

risk management strategies. There are some risks inherent in any sport, the aim is to manage 

them to acceptable levels. 

Status Report 2014 

OA's current Risk Management Policy dates from 2008. It is scheduled to be updated as time 

and volunteer resources permit. 

In 2014 ONSW's Technical Director Andrew Lumsden undertook a thorough update of ONSW's 

Event Safety Policy. Additions and changes this year include: 

 Traffic and children, 

 Sun protection, 

 Extreme weather issues such as high winds or thunderstorms, 

 Procedures for event cancellation. 

This policy is available on the ONSW website and States should consider whether they need to 

update their documents. 

Nicky Nygh (BFN) has offered to review orienteering's policies, but because each State has 

different laws this will take time. 

Insurance 

The OA Executive Officer is working with our broker to better define the coverage in OA's 

Public Liability policy. The new policy will have an improved wording. 

Because the policy only covers Public Liability, States and clubs should continue to review their 

other insurance policies to cover such items as loss of equipment, workers compensation 

(where applicable) etc. There may be opportunities for savings by consolidating insurance 

coverage nationally, this is an item that the Audit and Risk Management Committee should 

examine. 

 

Competitors' Responsibility 

Competitors should also take some responsibility for their own risk management. OA has a 

Player/ athlete Code of Conduct as part of its Member Protection Policy, this could be updated 

to include an appraisal of risks and taking care to avoid obvious risks. For example, 

inexperienced athletes should seek advice and not enter courses that are clearly beyond their 

capability. 
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International Observations 

In recent years Italy has required competitors in major events to produce a Medical Certificate 

from a "sports physician"(not just a GP). This seems extreme, but it may be justified for older 

competitors or for events such as World Masters Championships. 

The Swiss 5-days this year was conducted at high altitudes (over 3,000m) in potentially severe 

weather. Organisers warned competitors to dress appropriately and this was done. Organisers 

swapped two of the days due to unfavourable weather forecasts; the change was well 

publicised. 

 

Robert Spry 

Director 

 


