
8. IOF Council and International Relations  
Australia has continued to make a significant contribution to the activities of the International 
Orienteering Federation (IOF) through representation on Council, Commissions and in the conduct of 
IOF sanctioned activities. 

Council and Commission Membership  

Michael Dowling has completed a full term of membership of Council following his election as one of the 
three IOF Vice Presidents in 2012. He was re- elected as one of the three IOF Vice Presidents at the 2014 
IOF Congress in Lavarone, Italy in July. Blair Trewin continues as a member of Foot Commission following 
his re-election to the Commission in October 2014. In the supporting Rules Commission, Barry McCrae 
continues his role as a member. 

IOF Congress 

The IOF Congress in Lavarone, Italy saw Brian Porteous of Great Britain re-elected as President.  In 
addition, all current Council members who stood for re-election were elected. Mikko Salonen of Finland 
was elected to Council to replace the retiring Timo Ritakallio also of Finland. 

The biennial report of the IOF for the period 2012-2014 was presented to Congress and highlighted a 
number of achievements over this two year period. The membership of the IOF has grown to 78 nations 
with Azerbaijan, Cameroon, Iran, Uganda and Nepal new members in the last Congress period. 
Significant progress in the vital area of television has been made. The IOF is committed to producing 
high quality live TV from all World Orienteering Championships (WOC).  The creation of a consistent 
quality TV product has made it possible for the IOF to be much more proactive in seeking new 
distribution channels. There is much closer cooperation with the World Military Sport Council (CISM) 
and the International University Sports Federation (FISU) through the signing of memorandums of 
understanding. This has resulted in formal participation in the World Military Winter Sports Games 
where orienteering was one of the bigger sports. There will be a World Students Ski Orienteering 
Championships from 2015 and subsequently this will move to participation to the Winter Universiade 
from 2019. The conduct of the orienteering program at the 2013 World Games in Cali, Colombia 
provided an excellent platform for orienteering  to be seen as an internationally credible sport and many 
influential people involved in sports politics commented on the quality of orienteering’s event 
presentation and the sport itself. 

The agenda of Congress included a proposal from Russia Federations to add Rogaining as a new official 
IOF discipline. The proposal was not supported by member federations as Rogaining is actually governed 
by its own international federation, albeit not recognised by the IOC or Sport Accord, and that the IOF 
should concentrate on developing its existing disciplines. It was noted that in the ongoing review of the 
IOF rules it can be written in the rules that such team based long distance navigation events can 
essentially be described within the existing rules structures.  

The Activity Plan for the period 2014 – 2016 was also endorsed by Federations that seeks to achieve the 
2012-2018 Strategic directions. 

• Orienteering shall be a truly global sport 
• Orienteering shall be visible and attractive 
• Orienteering shall be positioned for inclusion in the Olympic and Paralympic Games 



 
The strategic initiatives and actions that will drive the Activity Plan to enable the IOF to achieve its key 
goals are: 

• Focus on key outcomes 
• Increase the attractiveness of orienteering to young people 
• Strengthen the IOF’s position on the world sporting stage 
• Increase the visibility of orienteering 
• Strong management and funding 

A number of organisers for World Championships were appointed including Latvia for the 2018 World 
Championships and World Trail Orienteering Championships, Finland for the 2017 World Junior 
Orienteering Championships and Lithuania for the 2017 World Mountain Bike Orienteering 
Championships.  It should be noted that subsequent to the Congress, Russia has been appointed as 
organisers of the 2017 World Ski Orienteering Championships. It was reconfirmed that the 2017 World 
Masters Orienteering Championships will be held in conjunction with the 2017 World Masters Games in 
Auckland, New Zealand. 

IOF Council  

The IOF Council has met four times in 2014. Once in conjunction with the World Championships in 
Lavarone, Italy in July, twice in Helsinki, Finland in January and April, and in Copenhagen, Denmark in 
October. Michael Dowling has attended all meetings. 

The IOF Secretary General, Barbro Ronnberg, announced in July that she would not be seeking a new 
two year contract and would be retiring at the end of 2014. Barbro has provided outstanding service to 
the IOF and in acknowledgement of that service was presented with a gold IOF pin at the October 
meeting of Council. In addition, the IOF Sport Director, Bjorn Persson, also announced he would not be 
seeking a new contract going forward into 2015. Like Barbro, Bjorn has also given outstanding service to 
the IOF, firstly through membership of the Map Commission and Foot Commission and then through the 
Sport Director role. Bjorn’s expertise has been instrumental in the growth and sophistication of live TV 
coverage of the World Championships. 

Council conducted an extensive search for a new Chief Executive Officer (Secretary General) and was 
delighted to appoint the very experienced Tom Hollowell of Sweden at its October meeting. Tom is a 
former Director of O Ringen, the massive Swedish 5 days orienteering event, and also a former Chief 
Executive Officer of the Swedish Orienteering Federation. He will bring a wealth of commercial and 
management experience to the role when he takes up duties in January 2015. 

Council also sought to find a suitable person to take on the critical World Championships duties of the 
Sport Director while reviewing the role of the Sport Director going forward. The highly experienced Jorn 
Sundby of Norway has been contracted to take on these duties for the next three years. Jorn brings a 
wealth of media, commercial and technical experience to this critically important role. 

Following the election of the new Council for the period 2014 -2016, all Council members have been 
assigned areas of responsibility and support. Michael Dowling was a member of the Event Supervisory 
Board (ESB) within the IOF up until October 2014. The role of the ESB is to consider recommendations 
between Council meetings, on matters relating to requests for rules deviations from IOF Senior Event 
Advisers, to approve appointment of Senior Event Advisers for all IOF sanctioned events and to approve 
variations in IOF sanctioned event programming. Michael Dowling continues to lead the Marketing area 
of IOF Core Activities and Increased Visibility within the Activity Plan and has also taken on the lead role 
in the IOF Competition Review Project. In addition, he has a support role in increasing the attractiveness 



of orienteering to young people in the implementation of the 2014-2016 Activity Plan, is the Council 
contact for the Foot Commission and the Council contact for the Oceania region. 

Work has also continued on regional development in cooperation with Regional Working Groups to 
grow the membership of the IOF. There has been significant regional development activity in SE Europe, 
Latin America and Asia. A highlight of regional development has been the conducting of the 2014 World 
Masters Orienteering Championships in Brazil. During 2014, the global orienteering community 
continued to grow with Azerbaijan moving from provisional to a full and active member of the IOF, a 
growth of orienteering activity in Ecuador, Albania and Singapore in particular was evident and new 
activity occurred in Egypt. 
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