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At the 2014 International Conference on Orienteering Mapping, Lavarone, Italy, the IOF Map Commissioner 
advised work is proceeding on the revision of ISOM 2000 with  a revised plan to release a final draft at the end of 
2014, a 3rd call (option) to Federations in 2015 and with a final preparation and publication due late 2015 / early 
2016.  
 
During the year further representations on ISOM were made particularly on the issues against the use of fixed 
area screens for Stony ground, Broken ground and Boulder fields. Alex Tarr’s revised paper on ‘Mapping Rock 
Features’ was also sent to the revision team.  
 
The annual Mapping Meeting at Easter was again well attended with some 20 participants / delegates. Agenda 
items included: 

  the revision of ISOM 

  a discussion on Nearmap led by Russell Rigby 

  the adoption of the revised document  ‘Mapping Rock Features’ as listed in the OA Operational Manual 

  a discussion on mapping and legibility of Sprint maps. In particular the Committee now recommends the use 
of a bounding black line to areas of Olive green to improve its legibility. The IOF Map Commissioner 
concurs. 
 

The collection of map statistics has become a thankless task. Despite simplifying the input form ‘OA Statistics 
Form 6’ and numerous reminders by both John Harding and myself, the returns from Associations over the years 
has been disappointing. I have yet to receive returns from all associations for any one year, hence any attempt to 
present a national set of statistics would be meaningless. I will continue to collect statistics but it will have low 
priority.   
 
During the year I updated the map symbol sheet ‘Map symbols for orienteering maps’ and drafted a new single 
page sheet ‘Map symbols for orienteering sprint maps’, both of which should be available for download from the 
OA web. These sheets should be made available to all orienteers, particularly the sprint symbols which have 
important differences in comparison to the bush symbols. 
 
The use of the 1:15000 scales for Elite Long Distance races is a requirement for the Australian Long Distance 
Championships. Even though the Long Distance race for Easter events in Australia may use a 1:10000 scale it is 
strongly recommended that if it is also a selection race for the Australian team, then the Easter map should also be 
at 1:15000. Elite orienteers in Australia need to practice under race conditions using a 1:15000 scale map because 
that is the scale used for the Long Distance races at World Orienteering Championships. This year the Easter 
Long Distance scale was 1:10000 even though in my opinion the map (Prosser’s Reef) could have been printed 
legibly using non-offset at 1:15000.  
 
 
 

 

 


