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“It is the aim of the … ISOM to provide a map specification which can accommodate 
the many different terrains around the world which are suitable for orienteering.”

“The base scale for an orienteering map is 1:15000”. There are no exceptions.

“The map shall only contain features which are obvious on the ground to the 
competitor at speed”.

The ISOM makes no mention of middle distance terrains whatsoever and specifically 
says that terrains which do not conform to the ISOM are not suitable for orienteering



So what happens when a mapper is 
confronted with a terrain which cannot be 
mapped to the 15000 scale specified.?



Croatia   - Plitvice

1:10,000



Croatia  - Golubinjak

1:7,500



Croatia  - Krk

1:7500



New Zealand  - Naseby

1:12,000



United States  - Blue 
Mountain

1:10,000



Slovenia  - Soriska Planina

1:10,000



New Zealand  - The 
Rockery

1:7500



Italy  - Laghi di Fusine

1:7,500



New Zealand  - Manga Pirau

1:10,000



Turkey  - Cappadocia

1:10,000



Italy  - Venice

1:5,000



France  - Les Bouzigasses

1:5,000



United States  - The Maze

1:5,000



Spain  - Urbasa

1:3000



Australian maps also are non-compliant

Pittwater and other coastal sand dune maps

Golden Fleece and similar tin-mining

Victorian gold-mining maps around Ballarat, Castlemaine, Yackandandah and 
Bendigo

Hill End and other gold-mining terrains of the Central West of NSW

NSW sandstone, in particular pagoda terrains



WHAT DO ALL THESE MAPS HAVE 
IN COMMON?



1. All are examples of technical middle distance terrain.

2. Each map has been chosen because they are highly representative of more 
widespread similar terrains.

3. They use standardised ISOM symbols at illegal scales to legibly show the terrain.

4. The ISOM symbols have almost always been chosen as more applicable and 
legible for forest areas rather than ISSOM.

5. They are recognisably orienteering maps and can be used to predict oncoming 
terrain.

6. Most importantly they are mapped because orienteers enjoy the challenge of 
their sport and will not be denied very high quality orienteering terrains.

7. None are terrains suitable for orienteering according to the ISOM definition



Australia  - Rowdy Flat

1:10,000

- Fieldworked at 5,000 with 
GPS

- 10 metre contours from 
topo map and by eye

- Legible but difficult for 
elites at 10,000.

- Lidar the preferred base



Considerations
➢ Can it be mapped for 15000 as per ISOM?

➢ If not, then to a new standard scale or make a decision for each symbol?

➢ What should be the fieldwork scale?

➢ If not mapped to ISOM the area can not be legally used for international events, 
or under OA regulations for any Championship or NOL event. Use of the map for 
these events underwrites the cost of the map.

➢ By IOF rules the area will be judged not suitable for orienteering. Is it worth the 
effort and expense of mapping if its only justification is the enjoyment of the 
orienteering challenge.



Base Maps for Rowdy Flat

• From here it would be best for Neil to take over

• Recommendations are needed as to the best files for tablets

• I expect that 70% of participants will need a paper base and film, this 
would require a printed sheet with the base at the 7500, 5000 and 
2500 scales. Allowing the ability to map for final 15000, 10000 and 
5000 scales


