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10. Technical 

10.1 OA Rules update 

a)  Eligibility for State Teams 

Replace the current OA rule 6.3 “To qualify as a resident an orienteer must be a member of a State 

Association and either hold Australian citizenship or permanent resident status  or have been a legal 

resident of Australia for six months prior to the event.” with: 

6.3 To be eligible to compete officially for a State or club, unless determined otherwise by the rules 

for that specific competition, competitors must be: 

 A member of the relevant State Association or club 

 Either an Australian citizen; or resident in, or intending to be resident in, Australia for a 

period of at least four months.  

 

Most of 6.9 “To be eligible to score points for a team in the National Orienteering League, 

competitors must be Australian residents under 6.3 or likely to be, in the opinion of the Head Coach, 

legally resident in Australia for at least six months in that calendar year. They must be a financial 

member of an orienteering club within Australia, as the team of a competitor is determined by the 

State/Territory association of their club, and competitors may only run for one team in a given year” 

is made redundant by the new 6.3, so can be reworded as: 

NL 6.9 Competitors may only compete for one team in any calendar year. 

 

Section 2.1 of the NOL guidelines quotes the existing rule 6.9. To capture the information from the 
new rules, suggest replacing with: 
“To be eligible to score points for an NOL team, a competitor must be a member of that State 

Association and, if not an Australian citizen, be resident in, or intending to be resident in, Australia 

for a period of at least four months. A competitor may only compete for one NOL team in any 

calendar year” 

 

b)  Eligibility for Resident Championships 

Since the current 6.6 “To compete officially for a State Association in the Australian Relay 

Championships all team members must be Australian residents according to 6.3.” is made redundant 

by the new 6.3, use 6.6 to define a resident for the purposes of resident champion awards: 

6.6. To be eligible for resident championships awarded under rule 25, a competitor must be a 

member of a State Association and either: 

• An Australian citizen; or 

• A permanent resident, or New Zealand citizen, who has been resident in Australia for at least 

four years. 
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Consequential changes to Section 25 Awards & Prizes: 

In 25.4, change where the winner is a non-resident according to 6.3’ to ‘where the winner is not 

eligible for resident championships under 6.6 ’.  

Delete ‘resident’ from 25.6 (this is already covered by 6.3) 

Replace ‘who do not qualify as a resident under 6.3’ in 25.7 with ‘who are not eligible to compete for 

a state under 6.3’; and in 25.8, with ‘who are not eligible to compete for a club under 6.3’. 

 

c)  Rewording of the rule about late starters to provide a bit more guidance to the start teams, 

following update to IOF rule . IOF now has:  

IOF 22.9 Competitors who are late for their start time shall be permitted to start. Their new start 

time must be recorded. In a mass or chasing start, the competitor shall be started as soon as 

possible. In an interval start, if the competitor is at the start line less than half the start interval after 

their start time they shall start immediately. If the competitor is at the start line more than half the 

start interval after their start time they shall start at the next available half start interval. 

IOF 22.10 Competitors who are late for their start time through their own fault shall be timed as if 

they had started at their original start time. Competitors who are late for their start time through 

the fault of the organiser shall be timed from their new start time. 

Currently OA has: 

OA 22.8  Competitors who are late for their start time through their own fault shall be permitted to 

start. The organiser will determine and record at which time they may start, considering the possible 

influence on other competitors. They shall be timed as if they had started at their original start time. 

OA 22.9  Competitors who are late for their start time through the fault of the organiser shall be 

given a new start time, considering the possible influence on other competitors. 

Recommend adding to OA rule 22.8 the words “as soon as practicable” to the first sentence. 

d)  Australian Relays will offer a M/W-14 class with moderate navigation in addition to M/W16, 

which will then be hard navigation. This will be trialled at the 2016 Australian Championships. There 

have been some queries as to why the winning times for Aust Relay teams are 45 minutes per 

person when at WOC the winning time is 35 minutes; this will be further investigated by the 

Technical Committee.  

e)  Possibly 5.11 and 5.12 about the Easter prologue will change after the discussion in 10.2 

f)  3 minute start intervals are possible for long races as per IOF; include this specifically in 

16.11 about WOC long trial winning times? 

g)  update Section 25 to reflect new trophies? 

h)  Section 13 is currently empty – was originally Meetings but the relevant information has 

gone into the ASSOC rules (in IOF rules section 13 is Team Officials’ Meeting). 
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10.2 Review of the Australian 3 days and Elite Prologue 

Currently, relevant OA rules are: 

3DAY 5.11 The Australian 3-Days Prologue shall be conducted for M/W21E and M/W20E on 

Good Friday. The results of the Prologue shall count towards the overall results of the Australian 3-

Days in these classes. The prologue shall be a Sprint competition. 

3DAY 5.12 Organisers of the Australian Three days shall offer a Public Prologue event including 

a Family Teams event, to follow the Elite Prologue on Good Friday. The results of the Public Prologue 

shall not count towards the overall results of the Australian 3-Days.  For details of the Prologue 

formats see Appendix 11. 

Appendix 11: Australian Three Days – Good Friday Events (partial extract) 

The required events on Good Friday as part of or as a precursor to the Australian Three Days are the 

Elite Prologue and a Public Prologue including a Family Team event open to all orienteers.  The Elite 

Prologue is sprint format and applies to classes M/W21E and M/W20E.  Generally each of Male 

Senior and Juniors, and Female Senior and Junior Elites run the same course. 

The aim of the Public Prologue is to: 

1. Attract participants in order to increase the spectators for the Elite Prologue 

2. Promote the image of orienteering as a sport that supports participation by families 

3. Provide an opportunity for orienteers who are not running in the Elite Prologue to participate 

in an event on Good Friday 

4. Promote the spectator aspect of orienteering by using the same or similar courses as the Elite 

Prologue 

 

Among the historical reasons for having the Australian 3-Days as a 4-day event for elite age classes 

are: 

a) that when sprint was new at WOC, it was important for elites to get as much exposure as 

possible to this format and not be permitted to opt out;  

b) having the sprint as part of a 4-day competition with cumulative times (even though each 

day’s race is counted individually for NOL points, the overall result is relevant to national 

rankings) is intended to discourage competitors from mispunching on the first race, and 

make them take extra care with the control numbers – although evidence is unfortunately to 

the contrary. 

It could be argued that by now sprint is very much a part of the orienteering culture – as evidenced 

by the number of competitors in the public prologue – and that a) is no longer relevant, although the 

OA Head Coach has expressed the opinion that b) is still an important consideration. The opinions of 

the elite competitors have not been widely canvassed on this matter.  

A secondary consideration highlighted by this issue is that there is currently no formal definition of 

an elite orienteer for the purposes of competition within Australia and that we no longer have 
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eligibility/qualification criteria dictating who may compete in an elite age class. While the aim of the 

National Orienteering League is for the competition to be as inclusive as possible, 8 of the 16 

individual races in the 2016 NOL calendar will be World Ranking events for M/W21E; it is not 

impossible that at some point in time IOF might set stricter criteria for eligibility to compete in a 

WRE (although it’s allowable for other age classes on the same course to be combined into the 

results for WRE purposes if notified to IOF beforehand). 

There is the ongoing problem of whether the event entry systems can cope with some people 

entering a 4-day event and others entering a 3-day event. For all non-elite classes, having to enter 

the 4-days of Easter in Eventor and then deselect the Friday, but then to enter the sprint prologue 

separately, is inconvenient; and for the organisers, having to sort out all the people who forgot to 

deselect the Friday, is problematic.  

One solution is to separate out the sprint from the 3-Days for M/W 21E and 20E, making it a 

standalone event (still held prior to the public prologue and family teams event) with the next 3 days 

then counting towards cumulative times as it does for every other age class. To proceed with this 

option, it would need to be recommended by the majority of states and supported by the High 

Performance management group and the elite representatives – which would then result in changes 

to rules 5.11 and 5.12. Appendix 11 would probably not require any changes. 

 

10.3 Review of course lengths for older age classes – Eric Andrews’ 

work 

Eric, as Chair of the Technical Committee, has reviewed winning times and kilometre rates from 

recent major carnivals, revisiting Adrian Uppill’s prior work in the context of the ageing orienteering 

population. A number of recommendations regarding course/class combination & winning times for 

Long Distance races,  have been made (including reference to winning times for AS classes even 

though distances for these are usually based on percentages of A class length). Such winning times 

are currently suggested in the OA Rules Appendix 1 and are important to keep in mind, particularly 

when the terrain for the shorter courses turns out to be tougher than the average km rate across the 

rest of the map. Eric’s recommendations have been distributed amongst the technical committee, 

and can be made available upon request. Now it is time for the contributors to the technical 

committee to get opinions from the people in their home states who usually run those age classes, 

so that feedback can be provided before the Technical Committee meets at Easter 2016. The 

changes will also be trialled at the Australian Championships 2016, and if successful, will become 

part of the 2017 OA Rules update.  

 

10.4 Controller accreditation 

A Level 3 Controllers’ Workshop was held in Melbourne on October 25th, attended by 21 controllers 

from 5 different states/territories  and chaired by Jenny Casanova with assistance from Kathy Liley, 

Christine Brown & Blair Trewin. As the Level 3 Curriculum which had been approved by ASC was due 
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to expire on November 21st, John Scown processed and uploaded these accreditations (17 renewals 

and 3 new accreditations?) in record time. 

The Level 3 controllers’ curriculum will be reviewed & updated over the next few months, before 

submission to ASC. It is not yet certain whether there will be enough demand for a Level 3 workshop 

to be held in 2016, but there will definitely be one in 2017 in advance of Aust Champs 2018 being 

hosted by SA. 

Numerous states have held Level 2 workshops recently, some in combination with a Level 1 

workshop although this is not recommended practice. The Level 2 curriculum has undergone recent 

revision although may still require final endorsement by ASC.  

It was intended that the previously-distributed forms to be used so that controllers can track their 

activities, and which summarise the points required for accreditation and reaccreditation, would 

become part of Appendix 5 to the OA rules document for 2015, although this appears not to have 

happened. Also it seems that these forms can’t be found anywhere on the OA website as yet; they 

will be  uploaded after Conference and included in the 2016 version of the OA rules. 

The Operational Manual Available from the OA website contains listings for 2 documents:  

4.4 CONTROLLER ACCREDITATION - LEVELS 1 and 2 which dates from 2008 and needs urgent 

revision; 

4.5 CONTROLLER ACCREDITATION – LEVEL 3 AND INTERNATIONAL ORIENTEERING FEDERATION 

EVENT ADVISER which has never been written. 

Both of these documents will be undertaken in the next few months and subsequently distributed to 

all state technical officers. There may be merit in expanding on the requirements for hosting World 

Ranking events and the use of IOF Eventor in an additional document, or else separating out the IOF 

controlling document from the Level 3 one. 

 

 

Jenny Casanova 

Director, Technical 

30 November 2015 

 

 

 


