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10.4   Mapping Report for 2015 Orienteering Australia 
Annual Conference 
 
 
 
Revision of ISOM201x 
During the year further comments were provided to the revision process of ISOM including the necessity to retain 
single point placement for area features of Stony ground, Boulder field and Broken ground, the preference for the 
current Undergrowth screens as compared to suggested alternatives, issues relating to colour deficient orienteers, 
the need to use full black for rock features and also on the overly large size of the document itself.  
 
This month I received a so called ‘final draft’ being incomplete and also saying that the colour section will be the 
same as before. An OCAD version of the symbols was also provided. The covering letter requested a quick 
response bearing in mind that this revision process started in 2008! Again I provided further comments including 
the same issues of single point placement etc as stated on numerous occasions. However what is needed now is 
a printed sheet of symbols and map samples from an off set, spot colour printing machine so that one can properly 
assess all the symbols.  
 
It is understood that a ‘final draft’ for public release is imminent!  
 
Digital printing 
In May 2015 an IOF Print Tech ‘test’ sheet printed from a non-offset printer in SA was posted to the Map 
Commissioner seeking his comments on the print quality and whether or not it would be suitable for WRE’s. I am 
pleased to report to the Conference that favorable advice was received with the MC indicating that ‘map printing 
depending to some extent on the terrain, should be suitable for WRE’s for the map scale of 1:15000’. This is good 
news in that we now know with some confidence what the map quality needs to be to gain official approval for non-
offset printed maps proposed for a WRE.   
 
Controllers Workshop Level 3 
A paper was prepared for a Controllers Workshop Level 3 held in Melbourne, October 2015. 
http://www.sa.orienteering.asn.au/gfolder/technical/L2%20Controller%20Workshop%202015/2015%20Mapping-
%20Notes%20for%20Controllers%20Workshop.pdf 
nb: unable to put on OA web page, hence OSA page used  
 
Training new mappers 
This year ASC funding was provided to OSA for the purpose of training new mappers. This involved a one day 
workshop with participants encouraged to undertake a school mapping project. As part of the project  
one-on-one training was and is continuing to be provided for both field work and on the computer. An OCAD 
“starter kit” was issued for free to participants. Also funded by the ASC grant was a paper ‘Orienteering - A guide 
to urban map making’: 
http://orienteering.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/Orienteering-A-Guide-to-Urban-Map-Making-2015.pdf 
 
Australia is short of mappers hence all Associations are encouraged to take action in the training of new mappers 
and to seek out funding as appropriate.  
 
Sprint mapping seminar 
During the Australian Carnival at Ballarat, Andrew Lumsden presented a full day’s seminar on sprint mapping, with 
assistance from Alex Tarr and Adrian Uppill. The seminar was well attended and a map walk was useful in 
examining the varying complexities of sprint mapping.  
http://orienteering.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Urban-mapping.pdf 
http://orienteering.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Sprint-mapping-aim-scope-introductions.pdf 
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http://www.sa.orienteering.asn.au/gfolder/technical/L2%20Controller%20Workshop%202015/2015%20Mapping-%20Notes%20for%20Controllers%20Workshop.pdf
http://orienteering.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/Orienteering-A-Guide-to-Urban-Map-Making-2015.pdf
http://orienteering.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Urban-mapping.pdf
http://orienteering.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Sprint-mapping-aim-scope-introductions.pdf
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http://orienteering.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Introduction-to-sprint-mapping.pdf 
 
 
Review of competition maps used in 2015 
Printing and legibility issues arose during the year for maps at the 1:15000 scale and also for 1:10000 as some 
maps in part were difficult to read. This led to discussion about possibly using a 1:7500 scale where maps are 
difficult to read at 1:10000. The question of whether or not to use a 1:7500 map scale invariably arises when a 
map or part of the map is not legible at the scale of 1:15000. Non legible maps at 1:15000 can be a result of a 
whole host of reasons from poor cartography, use of undersize symbols, insufficient generalization to inferior 
printing.  
 
When maps are drawn and printed to specification there is no need to print maps at 1:7500. Maps enlarged to  
1:10000 will be perfectly suitable for the older and younger age groups, and for Middle Distance  
competition. Accordingly organisers and particularly controllers must ensure maps meet mapping specifications 
which are designed to produce legible maps at the scale of 1:15000 (assuming spot colour, offset printing) 
 
Adrian Uppill 
Mapping, Orienteering Australia 
29 November 2015 
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