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3.4  Orienteering Australia Hall of Fame – First 

Inductees 

Background 
The 2013 Conference endorsed an OA Hall of Fame being created in 2014 comprising Athlete 

Members and General Members. The selection criteria for the initial call for nominations is attached 

as Appendix 1. 

The 2014 OA AGM elected a selection committee comprising Mike Dowling - chair (OTAS), Tony 

Simpkins (OAWA), Ann Scown (OACT), Reid Moran (QLD), Kathy Liley (VICTORIA). 

Unfortunately, due to the other commitments of the Chair of the Selection Committee a final 

decision to approve the initial inductees was not made until September 2015 and submitted to the 

Board for approval. The Board decided to announce the initial inductees at the 2015 Conference 

with a view to a formal induction ceremony at the 2016 Annual Easter over the Easter Carnival. 

Thank you to Committee members for their thoughtful and conserved deliberations for this initial 

intake of the OA Hall of Fame. 

The Nominees 
Athlete Membership 

Jo Hiller (WA), Jenny Bourne (ACT and VIC), Grant Bluett (ACT), Hermann Wehner (ACT) 

General Membership 

Don Young (WA), Eric Andrews (QLD), Fiona Calabro (QLD), Rob Simson (QLD), Dave Lotty (NSW), David 

Hogg (ACT), Hugh Cameron (NSW and VIC), Peta Whitford (VIC) 

The Initial Inductees 

Athlete Membership 

Jenny Bourne (VIC) and Grant Bluett (ACT) 

Jenny Bourne VIC 

Jenny has had multiple successes at World Masters Orienteering Championship level over a 

sustained period of time, including the 2014 championships in Brazil. 

 1993 World Masters - Champion Long Distance W35 
 1994 World Masters - Champion Long Distance W40 
 2000 World Masters - Champion Long Distance W45 
 2002 World Masters - Silver Long Distance W45 
 2009 World Masters - Champion Long Distance W55 
 2009 World Masters - Champion Sprint Distance W55 
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 2010 World Masters - Champion Sprint Distance W55 
 2010 World Masters - Bronze Long Distance W55 
 2014 World Masters - Champion Sprint Distance W60 
 2014 World Masters - Champion Long Distance W60 

Jenny has also represented Australia at Elite level at the World Orienteering Championships in  

 1981 Switzerland (40th),  

 1983 Hungary (33rd),  

 1985 Australia (35th),  

 1987 France (29th).  
In 1981 the relay team was 6th, which remains the equal 2nd best finish for a women’s Australian 

Relay team at WOC. 

Jenny is an active member of Eureka Orienteers and has been an organiser of many events including 

the Australian Ultra-Long Championships, Victorian Sprint Championships, and Eureka Challenge 

events. 

Grant Bluett (ACT) 

Grant won a gold medal in the individual event at the World Games in 2001. 

In perhaps the biggest upset in the history of world-level orienteering, Grant Bluett (Australia) won 
the men’s race to become the first men’s World Games orienteering champion. His victory was the 
first ever senior individual medal by a Non-European competitor and a great boost for orienteering 
as a world sport. 

His best results at the World Orienteering Championships are the 8th position in the sprint distance 
in 2003, and 6th in the relay in 2001 with the Australian team. 

World Orienteering Championships Results 

Year Sprint Middle Long Relay 

2005 28 
 

DQ 15 

2004 18 17 
 

10 

2003 8 47 
 

9 

2001 11 30 17 6 

1999 

   

10 

1997 
 

28 DQ 11 

1995 
 

35 57 13 
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1993 
   

11 
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General Membership 

Tom Andrews (VIC), David Hogg (ACT), Alex Tarr (VIC) and Barry McCrae (VIC) 

Tom Andrews 

Tom Andrews is the person who was primarily responsible for the establishment of orienteering as a 

community sport in Australia. While others before him had conducted bush navigation activities 

described as ‘orienteering’, it was the event that Tom organised on the outskirts of Melbourne in 

August 1969 that started the process leading to the Australian orienteering movement as it now 

exists. 

Tom organised other early orienteering events in Victoria, including the first Victorian 

Championships, participated in the small group that formed the Victorian Orienteering Association 

and the Orienteering Federation of Australia in April 1970 and coordinated the first international 

orienteering event held in Australia, the 1971 Australia – New Zealand challenge. He also 

contributed to the production of the first Australian coloured orienteering map in 1973 for Mount 

Egerton, Victoria. 

Tom’s contribution to the early development of orienteering in Australia was not just on the 

technical and administrative side, which was shared by many other new enthusiasts, but primarily in 

his flair for promotion and publicity, derived from his professional work in an advertising agency. It 

was his promotional bent but particularly exposed orienteering to the wider community, and set the 

sport on its path as a self-sustaining movement. He also provided support to those in other States 

who were establishing orienteering during the 1970s, this support being linked in part to his role as 

the Australian agent for Silva compasses. Tom was Chairman of the OFA Promotion and 

Development Committee from 1970 to 1986 and Chairman of the IOF Promotion and Development 

Committee from 1980 to 1982. 

Tom’s other major role in Australian orienteering development was in leading the team which won 

the bid to hold the 1985 World Orienteering Championships in Bendigo, and heading the organising 

committee for that event. 

Tom was awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) in 1981 for services to orienteering, 

and in 1992 was inducted into the Sport Australia Hall of Fame as a general member. 

David Hogg 

David Hogg’s orienteering background originated with the Melbourne University Mountaineering 

Club 24 Hour Walk, which he used as a basis for developing an Intervarsity ‘Orienteering’ 

Competition (essentially a 24 hour rogaine), formulating its rules and organising the first official 

event in May 1969. He participated in the first Victorian orienteering event organised by Tom 

Andrews in August 1969, and immediately became involved with Tom and others in establishing the 

Victorian Orienteering Association and Orienteering Federation of Australia in April 1970, drawing up 

the constitutions of these bodies and the first set of rules for orienteering in Australia. He was 

elected foundation President of both bodies. 
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In January 1971, he moved to Canberra and was responsible for conducting the first events that led 

to the establishment of orienteering there later that year. In October 1971 he led the formation of 

the ACT Orienteering Association and became its first President.  

Following the introduction of coloured maps to Australia in 1973, he became very involved in the 

ACT mapping program, which included the Murray’s Corner granite map used for the 1974 

Australian Championships, the first of several national championships for which he was mapper, 

course planner, organiser or controller. In 1980, he was the instigator, mapper, course planner and 

organiser for the inaugural Pacific Orienteering Championships (later the Asia Pacific Orienteering 

Championships) and retained a close association with the administration of that event for over 20 

years, serving as APOC Secretary. 

In 1973, he retired as OFA President but established and chaired the OFA Technical Committee. He 

remained a member of the OFA Council in various capacities until June 1991. While on the OFA 

Council, he initiated a development plan process for the OFA in 1978, and in 1986 substantially 

upgraded this process, maintaining it until 1996. The model developed for the OFA was subsequently 

adopted by the Australian Sports Commission to assist other national sporting bodies in their 

development planning. 

He was the Technical Coordinator for the ‘out-of-forest’ activities for the 1985 World Championships 

in Bendigo and its associated training camps. Following WOC85, he became Editor of The Australian 

Orienteer for 11 years, and established a new orienteering program in Canberra aimed specifically at 

school-age orienteers. 

In 1991, he was appointed to the part-time position of OFA National Promotion and Development 

Officer (part-time), the first government-funded professional position within the OFA, and held this 

position until the end of 1996. In this capacity, he was involved in establishing the Australian 

Orienteering League, which originated from a suggestion by Kay Haarsma. He also conducted a 

major survey of the social and lifestyle characteristics of Australian orienteers. 

He was one of Australia’s first Level 3 Controllers and also an IOF Controller (Event Advisor), 

controlling World Cup events in Japan in 2000. In 2002 he developed the first national syllabus (Level 

I Controller) for the accreditation of orienteering officials under the National Officiating 

Accreditation Scheme. 

Based on his experience as a professional environmental practitioner, he was appointed a member 

of the IOF Environment Commission from 1998 to 2014. At Easter 2010 he was involved in 

conducting Australia’s most extensive studies of the environmental impact of orienteering. 

In 2008, he was inducted as an Associate Member into the ACT Sport Hall of Fame 

Alex Tarr 

Coming from a background of the Melbourne University Mountaineering Club 24 Hour Walk, which 

he won four times between 1960 and 1966, Alex was naturally attracted to the new sport of 

orienteering as it was becoming established in Victoria. As a competitor, he experienced early 

success and was selected in the Australian team to challenge New Zealand in 1971 and 1972, as well 
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as on many subsequent occasions, and in the World Championships team in 1974 and 1976. He has 

been a consistent high performer at the Australian Championships and other national and 

international events. 

He soon became involved in the technical aspects of the sport, being a founding member of the OFA 

Mapping Committee and later chairing that committee. He also served a period as Chair of the OFA 

Technical Committee, when it finalised its first formal set of rules for the conduct of orienteering 

events in Australia. 

Alex’s commitment to the production of a high standard of orienteering maps has formed his 

greatest contribution to Australian orienteering. When planning began for the 1985 World 

Championships, Alex took on the role of coordinating all of the forest-based activities, including the 

search for suitable terrain and oversight of preparation of the WOC maps and the large number of 

maps required for the training camps held in the period leading up to WOC. Working with Steve Key, 

who produced the WOC maps and other Victorian maps on professional basis, as well as with 

volunteer mappers, he developed a consistent and high standard of maps, which are used Australian 

map quality and expectations to a new level.  He continues to be one of Australia’s foremost 

orienteering mappers. 

As a Level 3 Controller and IOF Event Advisor, he has contributed to the improvement of major 

events standards in Australia, including through the conduct of Level 3 Controller workshops. 

With Tom Andrews, he was the second recipient of the OFA Silva Award for Services to Orienteering, 

in 1986 and was awarded the Australian Sports Medal in 2000. 

Barry McCrae 

Life member of Yarra Valley Orienteering Club where he served as Secretary and later President 

during the 1980s.   

President of the Victorian Orienteering Association 1983-86 during the staging of the World 

Championships in Victoria.  He was a member of the 6-person WOC85 Organising Committee and 

was the originator and organiser of the 10-event 1985 World Orienteering Carnival (WOCARN) with 

1000-1500 competitors per event.  This was the first time that such a public carnival had been held 

in conjunction with WOC and all subsequent WOCs have adopted this novel practice to attract 

helpers and spectators and to raise funds.  He has been a life member of Orienteering Victoria since 

1990. 

Barry was Chair of the Orienteering Federation of Australia Technical Committee 1987-1990 and 

then President 1990-1994.  During this time the OFA administration was restructured with the 

establishment of vice presidents responsible for technical and promotion/development activities, 

and at that time the OFA first appointed a permanent paid employee (David Hogg as P&D Officer).   

He remained on the OFA Board as Vice President Technical 1994-2000.  During this time he was 

chairman of the (unsuccessful) WOC 2001 Bid Committee and of the successful WMOC 2002 Bid 

Committee. 
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He was awarded the OFA Silva Award for Services to Orienteering in 1993, and the Commonwealth 

Australian Sports Medal in 2000. 

Appendix 1 – Selection criteria 
Criteria 

Criteria for athlete membership include: 

a. Excellence of achievement at the highest international level in senior and Masters competition, 

namely medal winning performances in the World Orienteering Championships, and gold medal 

winning performances in World Games and World Masters Orienteering Championships, in foot and 

mountain bike orienteering; 

b. The degree of difficulty for the nominee to attain the highest level of achievement will be 

considered by the selection committee; 

c. Nominees must have retired from senior international competition for at least 5 years; 

d. Nominees must be Australian citizens and have the support of their peers as worthy recipients of 

Hall of Fame status; 

e. Any person or organisation may make nominations for consideration by the Selection Committee. 

Criteria for general membership include: 

a. Demonstrated outstanding high level achievement from personal effort or initiative over many 

years at the international or national level to the development of orienteering in one or more of the 

fields of: 

- administration 

- event management 

- mapping 

- coaching 

b. Mere long term service without demonstrating outstanding high level achievement in clause a. is 

not sufficient justification for selection. 

c. A maximum of two general members per year may be inducted. 

The Selection Committee will be the arbiter in respect to the selection or otherwise of any nominee, 

subject to final approval by the OA Board. 

Focus for the initial intake 

Orienteering commenced as a sport in Australia in the 1960s. Since this inception there have been a 

number of orienteers who have excelled at the highest international level and are now retired from 

the sport or who are still competing in the older Masters age groups. In the Hall of Fame general 

category, there were a number of outstanding people during the 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s who are 

legends of the sport for their extremely high levels of achievement in developing the sport nationally 

and internationally in the fields of administration, event management and mapping in particular. 

Michael Dowling 

Chair - OA Hall of fame Committee 

20 Nov 2015 


