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5.3 Sporting Schools reports from States 

 

Report from Orienteering Victoria re ASC Sporting Schools Program.                  30th Nov 2015 

1. Setting up program. 
 

 Decided Victoria would service Melbourne, Ballarat and Bendigo only i.e. large centres of population with strong 
O clubs. Not far flung remote areas requiring vast distances to be travelled and no support in the way of clubs, 
expertise etc. Only during schools hour- so no before or after school programs – as Melbourne is at grid lock with 
traffic and aim of program is to train staff at school while on the job. Offered 4 lesson programs only. 

 

 Called for EOI for Instructors for these areas.  Anticipating business from each area, planned for 9 Instructors 
from these areas to be trained. Training and resourcing of 9 Instructors completed by August 2015. 
 

 Setting fees to include an administrative fee to cover all admin costs makes this an expensive program, however 
schools happy with high level of funding from ASC and they have been happy to use our services. Admin fee helps 
off set the time involved in responding, managing, engaging mapper and billing schools, reporting, supporting 
Instructors,  

 

2. Enquiries and booking from schools. 

 This has been a very ad hoc affair. 

 Some schools make enquiry without having visited ASC site. 

 Some schools visit ASC site but do not follow links to OA/ OV to get fundamental information before wanting to 
‘talk’ with me! 

 Some schools apply for money, get approval from ASC, then contact OV – only to find we are unable to service 
their request due to school being ‘far flung ‘ Eg remote - 600+kms from Melbourne. 

 

3. Schools Serviced 
Serviced 11 schools. 1 west of Ballarat, 4 Bendigo, 6 Melbourne suburbs. 

 11/11 school-grounds mapped 

 1/11 professional development for staff to run own lessons 

 1/11 staff already trained thru ACHPER PD session – to run own program 

 9/11 OV Instructors serviced requests in school 
   

                   5 schools did not follow up after initial enquiry. 

 

4. Comments on employment 
Apart from Bendigo where the Instructor has serviced 4 schools, not all Instructors have started Instructing. Not enough 

work for people to be able to count on ‘part time/casual employment’. Many Instructors have other commitments so 

juggling the time availability factor has been a challenge. 

To the ‘new’ Instructor 4 x lessons in a day is too heavy and schedule, have recommended 2 per day until they get more 

experience. For experienced teachers up to 4 lessons per day is manageable but still very tiring. Schools very happy to 

undertake all map printing and laminating. Schools are handed class sets of lesson plans and resources when Instructor 

leave. 

 

5. Suggestions 

 ASC to streamline and filter school enquiries , ensuring that schools visit eg OV Sporting Schools website BEFORE 
making direct contact with OV office. 
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 ASC/OA to provide very clear guidelines as to when schools can apply, cut off dates and for how many terms funding is 
available.…so we administrators can plan for the bubble of enquiries. 

 

6. Outcomes 

 Each school has been delighted with the program and lessons presented. Engagement with students ranked highly. 

 Not all classroom staff are positively engaged in the program (often driven by Principal or PE staff)  

 Two schools keen to use OV’s ‘user pays ‘ schools program to now run extension programs in the parklands around 
Melbourne. 

 One school in Bendigo sent students to Bendigo Primary Schools Champs, where 2 students won their age category. 
These students with school support then attended Victorian PS Champs finals and placed 2nd. A real Philip for the 
students/ school and Bendigo program. Bendigo Orienteering Club is highly involved in supporting students from this 
program. 

 

7. Participation numbers 

 Number of students who participated in school based programs ( directly ) = 693 

 Number of students who participated in school based programs ( indirectly) – own staff ran program) = 150 

 Number of ‘student participations’ = 2543 
 

 

Peta Whitford 

OV Education Manager. 

30/11/15 

 

Sporting Schools Qld 2015     Felicity Crosato 

- I have been overwhelmed by the amount of work required to set it up 

- Very concerned about the administration next year.  Too big for a volunteer.  $25 admin fee 

doesn’t cover the amount of work that is required behind the scenes. 

- Working well, in that we have had orienteering run in 19 schools since July.  Another 8 

schools applied, and were matched with coaches but changed their minds. Some have said 

they will do it next year.   3 schools were too remote to service. 

- We have made 32 new school maps, and updated 2 school maps.  This includes high schools 

who were not eligible for sporting schools.  2 primary schools got maps made but didn’t go 

ahead with their program. 

- I have had problems with the communication as to what schools have received funding.  

There were 4 schools in Term 4 who received funding but were not on the list that was sent 

to me.  I found out about one of them last week.  They have been running a program with an 

outdoor ed teacher from the area.  It is unknown whether he has a level 0 qualification. 

- It would be good to receive the list of schools a week before school starts next year. 

- Finding coaches is difficult.  There is not enough work for people who are available to make 

it worth their while (ie uni students are taking other jobs worth more than 1 or 2 hours a 

week). 

Number of coaches trained to deliver Orienteering in Sporting Schools 

 

13 

Number of teachers completing Orienteering Professional Development Course 38 teachers, 11 Student Teachers 
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Number of clubs engaged in Sporting Schools (mapping and/or coaching) 6 

Number of coaches delivering Orienteering in Sporting Schools 

 

9 

Number of teachers delivering Orienteering 

   

4 

Number of Schools requesting  Orienteering (breakdown to state/term))   Term 3 - 9;  Term 4 - 23 

Number of schools mapped for Orienteering 

   

31 new maps, and 2 updates.  Includes maps for schools not registered for Sporting Schools 

Numbers of programs delivered (based on 2014 AASC program delivery target is 105 43 

               for semester 2 2015) 

      Number of School participants (based on 2014 AASC program, delivery target is 2800 for 1202 

               semester 2 2015 – breakdown to state/term) 

   Number of SSP participants that participate in one or more club orienteering activities 14 

Number of new Orienteering members recruited into targeted clubs from Sporting Schools 2 

 

 

 

 


