
14.1 Celebrating the 50th anniversary of Australian orienteering (updated Nov/19)

The 50th anniversary of regular orienteering in Australia is approaching (exactly when is discussed
below). This is an opportune time for us to mark our history, and to record it, recognising that this
may be amongst the last opportunities to do so whilst most of the key people involved with the early
years of the sport are still living.

When are key dates to consider?

The start of regular orienteering in Australia has often been regarded as being the first event held in
Victoria, in August 1969. However, this is not the first event in Australia to have been described as
“orienteering”. It is known that a number of events using the term were staged in South Australia in
the late 1950s and early 1960s. There were also events prior to 1969 that could be considered to
have had more in common with rogaining (such as the 24 Hour Walk staged by the Melbourne
University Mountaineering Club, and the Paddy Pallin Orienteering Contest in NSW).

The August 1969 date is one possible date to consider. An alternative date to use may be the 50th

anniversary of the founding of the Orienteering Federation of Australia, as it then was – a similar
approach to that used in Canada. This took place on 21 April 1970, which would result in the 50th

anniversary falling in 2020. (Victoria was the only member of the OFA when it was founded, the OFA
being created at that point mainly to create a national body which could affiliate to the IOF).

How might we celebrate the anniversary?

We would envisage that celebrations would occur over an extended period, but with a particular
focus on some specific occasions – examples might be the 2020 Australian Championships (which
will also be the 50th Australian Championships) and World Orienteering Day/Week (which falls close
to the actual OFA anniversary).

Some specific items to consider would be:

 Publication of a history of orienteering in Australia. David Hogg is already working on the
organisational part of this, but there would be numerous other components (e.g. significant
events, developments in mapping, event formats and event technology, and performances
at the international and national level). We note here that a number of state associations
and clubs have published their own histories.

 Collection of historical material, such as maps and results from significant events, and
recorded interviews with significant figures in Australian orienteering history.

 A function for those who have represented Australia at World Championships level (perhaps
involving the naming of a “Team of the (Half) Century”) – this type of event is commonplace
in other sports.

 Establishment of a specific endowment fund (presumably under the ASF framework) for
donations to projects to facilitate the longer-term development of Australian orienteering.
(Canada did this for their 50th anniversary, in 2017).

These are only some ideas and other suggestions are welcome. Some proposals will come at little or
no financial cost but others may require the commitment of funds.
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