
3.1 Governance report – 2018 OA Conference

The new National Sports Plan was released in mid-2018. As we had anticipated, its focus was very
much on sports participation as a means to deliver community health outcomes. As our existing
support from the ASC was directed at participation outcomes, this is not as large a change for us as it
will be for many sports.

At the same time, ASC was rebranded as Sport Australia. This has coincided with a major internal
reorganisation, which has led to limited recent engagement between ASC/SA and sports (for
example, at the time of writing, we do not have a designated liaison person within ASC/SA).

This also means we have limited information about ASC’s intentions in the governance area. There is
a workshop in Sydney on 13 December (which Paul and I will be attending) and we will (hopefully)
know more then. At present, the only recent material to come out of ASC/SA on the subject was a
letter to sports from its chair. This made a reference to there being less of a focus on changing legal
forms (which could be interpreted as meaning that ASC/SA may no longer press sports to move to a
company structure), but there was also a reference to sports working together as a single entity. It is
unclear whether this merely means that ASC/SA want national and state bodies to have a consistent
strategic direction (which has been their policy for some time), or whether they are going to press
sports to dissolve their state bodies and absorb them into the national body – if the latter is their
intention, I expect this will be highly controversial across a broad range of sports (and quite possibly
with state governments). As far as I know, only a handful of sports have done this; the most
prominent is sailing, but my understanding is that in sailing the state bodies have always had a fairly
limited role, with the national and club levels being the major organisation levels.

We are hoping that a Sport Australia representative will be available to speak at the Conference, but
this is not confirmed at the time of writing. Failing that, we will present on the National Sports Plan
and whatever other information they have.
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