
5.1 IOF Council and International Relations
Australia has continued to make a significant contribution to the activities of the International Orienteering Federation
(IOF) through representation on Council, Commissions and in the conduct of IOF sanctioned activities.

Council and Commission Membership
Michael Dowling (TAS) was re- elected as one of the three IOF Vice Presidents at the 2018 IOF General Assembly in
Prague, Czech Republic in October. Blair Trewin (VIC) continues as a member of Foot Commission, Adrian Uppill (SA) as a
member of the Map Commission and Barry McCrae (VIC) as a member of the Rules Commission.

IOF General Assembly
The IOF General Assembly in Prague, Czech Republic saw Mikko Salonen (FIN) retire as Vice-President along with long
serving Council member Maria Silvia Viti (ITA). Former Council member Tatiana Kalenderoglu (RUS) was elected as a
new Vice President. Hannu Kottonen (FIN) and Dusan Vystavel (CZE) were elected as Council members.

The biennial report of the IOF for the period 2016-2018 was presented to Congress and highlighted several
achievements over this two-year period. The Regional and Youth Development Commission (RYDC) continues to focus
on developing the global activities of our sport from a strategic perspective and with an aim to engage youth more in
our sport. An important initiative in this respect is the growth World Orienteering Day held in May. This was a
resounding success in its 3rd edition in 2018 with a total of 81 countries and territories involved in staging 2213
individual events with a world record participation of 358,735 individuals. The World Orienteering day website was a
great way to track and view the activities with participating clubs and organisations able to share their stories of the day.
In addition, the RYDC have developed and implemented a start-up package to help new countries and regions establish
our sport.

The IOF continues to make significant progress in developing the broadcast quality of major IOF events for television and
online delivery. Progress in this regard was evident in 2018 with the World Championship and all rounds of the World
Cup producing live television quality broadcast content. In addition, liveorientereing.com is experiencing significant
growth in engagement for online audiences.

The IOF has welcomed the membership of Singapore and the return of Venezuela. There are a number of new nations as
that are close to being ready for membership of the IOF. The key aim here is to ensure sustainable and realistic
orienteering activities in these emerging locations with the support of IOF Regional Coordinators playing a key role in
development.

There continues to be strong cooperation with the World Military Sport Council (CISM), the International University
Sports Federation (FISU), the International World Games Association (IWGA) and the International Olympic Committee
(IOC). In addition, the IOF has signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the International School Sport
Federation (ISF). Significant effort is ongoing in partnership with the French orienteering Federation (FFCO) to seek the
inclusion of orienteering into the 2024 Paris Summer Olympic program.

At the General Assembly, the IOF adopted a new Strategic Directions of the period 2018- 2022. This establishes the
framework for IOF work in this period and is a substantial change from previous strategic directions in format.
VISION
Orienteering is the most attractive adventure-based sport for all ages
MISSION
Promote the global growth of orienteering and develop competitive and recreational orienteering
MAIN GOAL
To increase the attractiveness of orienteering:

• to participants, and
• to external partners



so as to be included in the Olympic and Paralympic Games.
These are underpinned by three values: ethical, sustainable and inclusive.

The Activity Plan for the next two year period of IOF work was endorsed by member federations and is broadly
structured into four areas related to the main goal and ambition. These are:

 Increase attractiveness to participants (member federations, current and new participants)
 Increase attractiveness to external partners
 To be included in the Olympic and Paralympic games
 Governance

Several changes to the IOF statutes were adopted. The key aspects of these were related to the IOF Code of Ethics,
aligning the statutes with the new strategic directions, allowing changes to statutes by a 2/3 majority rather than a
previous 3/4 majority and gender composition of the IOF Council requiring that there shall within the IOF Council at all
times be a Vice President of each gender, nominations permitting.

The proposal for a change to the Junior World Championships program from NOR to include a sprint relay into the
program instead of the Middle Distance qualification was endorsed by member federations. The proposal from DEN to
not allow nominations for Council or Commissions if your Federation is declared non- compliant with the WADA anti-
doping code was endorsed by member federations.

The general Assembly adopted the proposal from Council for an IOF Policy on Sexual Harassment and Abuse. This allows
the IOF Ethics panel to have a formal basis to rule on possible violations of the Code of Ethics in such matters. In
addition, the following resolution was passed unanimously:
The members of the International Orienteering Federation resolve to:

• Uphold the orienteering values of inclusiveness and ethical behaviour by encouraging our own members to
show respect for individual differences and preferences.

• Abide by the IOF Policy on the Prevention of Sexual Harassment and Abuse and educate our own members
about the same.

• Adhere to the IOF Code of Ethics and embrace the good governance of our sport.

IOF Council and Office
The IOF Council has met five times in 2018. Once in conjunction with the World Championships in Riga, Latvia in early
August, in Warsaw, Poland in January, in Namur, Belgium in April, in Helsinki, Finland in June and in Prague, Czech
Republic in October to coincide with the general Assembly. Within the budgetary constraints of the IOF, Council is
continuing a significant effort to visit as many member federations as possible with its meetings. Michael Dowling has
attended all meetings.

Through 2018 all Council members have continued to work in their areas of responsibility and support. Michael Dowling
was chair of a review project into the IOF World Ranking System which presented its final report to the October meeting
of Council. Michael Dowling has continued to have lead responsibility within Council for the Marketing area of IOF Core
Activities and Increased Visibility within the 2017-2018 Activity Plan. In addition, he continued to have a support role in
increasing the attractiveness of orienteering to young people within the IOF Activity Plan and is a Council contact for the
Foot Commission and the Council contact for the Oceania region up until the General Assembly.
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