
8.1 Schools Report for 2018 OA Conference

Future of the Australian Schools Championships

A meeting of team managers and coaches was held on 5 October during the 2018 Australian Schools Championships
to discuss proposals for the future of the event. Following discussions, the following recommendations were made
for the ongoing future of the event in its new status as an Orienteering Australia event (following the withdrawal of
School Sport Australia recognition in 2018). These are generally minor changes, reflecting an overall consensus that
the event has been very successful in its primary goals of engaging and retaining young orienteers in the sport.

1. Invite a second NZ team to take part in the event, with the basis for the split between the two NZ teams to be
determined in discussions with Orienteering NZ (should they accept the invitation). The option is also open for
Orienteering Australia to make invitations to other international teams (for example, we may wish to invite New
Caledonia to send a team in future years when we are hosting the Oceania Championships, although there are no
plans to do so in 2019).

2. Allow named team reserves (but not the broader public - see point 3) to be eligible for individual awards, including
Honour Team selection.

3. Run junior classes in "public" event on the Schools courses immediately after the Schools, instead of in the
afternoon with the broader public as at present. It was felt that this would allow juniors who are not members of
teams to feel more included with their peers.

4. Retain existing team size, age class and state eligibility structure. (One influence on this decision is that expanding
total team size significantly would cause substantial logistical issues, both for host states in finding suitable
accommodation, and for the individual states in arranging transport).

5. Teams to operate under the formal auspices of State Associations. (This would open the way for an NT team if
requested by TEO and endorsed by Orienteering SA).

The meeting also agreed to put two options forward for future event format:

 The status quo (individual long, individual sprint, forest relay)
 A structure with two individual events (long and sprint), and either a forest or sprint relay – either on a

formal alternating basis, or at the discretion of that year’s host.

These recommendations are being put forward for discussion by the Conference. Following consideration by the
Conference, the matter will be finalised by the Board as soon as practicable.

Schools Committee

From a governance perspective, the Schools Committee has been constituted formally as a select committee of OA,
to be chaired by the OA Schools Coordinator (see Committee terms of reference below). The Board may delegate
powers to the committee as required. A major task of the committee over the next year is to transition various rules
(both technical rules, and matters such as codes of behaviour) from School Sport Australia to OA. All states are asked
to nominate a member to the Committee.

OA Schools Coordinator

Valerie Barker has been appointed by the Board to fill the position of OA Schools Coordinator for the next 12
months. We will need someone to fill the position on an ongoing basis after late 2019.

Blair Trewin (President)
Valerie Barker (OA Schools Coordinator)



Schools Committee

Membership and definition

The Committee will be a Select Committee of Orienteering Australia, with membership as follows:

 The Orienteering Australia Schools Coordinator, as chair, appointed by the Orienteering Australia Board.
 One nominee of each State Association (normally an official of the state’s Schools team).

Any other interested member of a State Association may attend meetings and (subject to the agreement of the
chair) take part in discussions, but has no vote. Should voting be required, each state will have one vote.

Responsibilities of the Committee

 To oversee governance of the Australian Schools Orienteering Championships and other schools orienteering
activities at national and international level.

 To establish and maintain rules and policies (other than technical) relating to the Australian Schools
Championships, and make recommendations to the Technical Committee on technical rules. This includes
managing the transition of existing School Sport Australia rules and policies to equivalent Orienteering
Australia rules and policies.

 To support forthcoming hosts of the Australian Schools Championships.
 To manage the Australian Schools Championships during the championships week.
 To make awards as appropriate under the rules and policies for the event.
 To facilitate liaison and information exchange between State Associations, and between the State

Associations and Orienteering Australia, on matters relating to schools orienteering.
 To engage with Orienteering New Zealand and other orienteering organisations in the region as required.

The Committee will have such decision-making powers as are delegated to it by the Board.

At this stage, it is not intended that this committee have any responsibilities, other than information exchange, over
schools orienteering activity at state level, or introductory activities such as the Sporting Schools program. However,
should this committee seek to expand its responsibilities to cover these areas, this can be considered by the Board at
the time.

Meetings

The Committee shall meet at least once per year during the Australian Schools Championships. Other meetings
(including meetings by teleconference) may be convened by the Chair, or at the request of the Board (there would
normally be a meeting at Easter for the purposes of briefing on that year’s Championships). Should the Chair not be
available for a specific meeting, either they or the President may nominate a replacement, or ask the meeting to
appoint a replacement chair from amongst its attendees.


