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CONTROLLER ACCREDITATION IN AUSTRALIA – A DISCUSSION PAPER for Easter 2019

1. The current structure for the approval of controller accreditation was developed under the
auspices of the ASC.  Orienteering simply followed the structure imposed by the ASC and got
our documents ‘ticked’ off’ by officers there.  We are no longer bound by that structure.

There now appears to be a vacuum: This committee should request that OA sets up a well-
understood and timely process for
 the review of current controller accreditation curricula,
 approval of new/amended curricula and processes, and
 dissemination of the outcome of such approvals.

2. There are some issues that are currently under discussion:
a. Restructuring the current curricula to have a general ‘handbook’ with all the general

bumf that appears in each of the L1, L2 and L3 documents (Administration of the
scheme, Recognition of Prior Learning, Guidelines for Mentors and the like) and
include applicability to MTBO; so that each of the separate curricula just relates to the
specific program, entry levels and assessment for that curricula.

b. Review of the reaccreditation requirements – there is a view that 4 years is too short
(more onerous to satisfy) and the requirement to attend a workshop (even within 8
years) is also proving too onerous.

c. There is a desire to have more common use of RPL for sections of the curricula, and
from some to have more online materials and a more ‘commercial’ approach.

d. In some jurisdictions, the type of events that were envisaged to use L1 controllers are
disappearing.  Perhaps the role of L1 education should be more focussed on course
setting and organising rather than actually working as an event advisor?  So continue
with L1 accreditation – but reaccreditation depends on activity within the lower level
of state orienteering, not on actually ‘controlling’ events?  So the first level relating to
actual ‘controlling’ would be Level 2.

3. A Working Group should be set up under the auspices of OA, reporting to the Director
Technical, to further the work suggested in (2) above.  NOTE, this will not get very far until OA
addresses the processes for approval of curricula as in (1) above!

4. In the meantime, OA be asked to
a. Amend documentation in the Operations Manual to remove published ‘expiry dates’

on controller curriculum.  And instead just publish ‘approval date’ and (as
appropriate) ‘revised in … date’.  [At present the wording is something like “approved
until 2015, but continue to use this version”.]

b. Publish the L1 MTBO Controller Curriculum adjacent to the Foot O curricula.
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