
 
 

Progress Report on Anytime Orienteering Project – 2019 

Background 

The Anytime Orienteering Project started in WA in 2018 with an enabling grant from 

Orienteering Australia. It was designed to improve participation in orienteering by providing 

free, downloadable maps of urban and bushland areas that allow individuals and groups to 

enjoy an orienteering course and try out map-reading and navigation skills at a time that is 

convenient to them.  

Two types of maps were envisaged: bush maps and photo maps. Bush maps are typical 

orienteering maps of bushland or park areas that have permanent markers at defined features 

(control points). Photo maps show an urban area with control points marked by a circle on the 

map. The map sheet also has photos of the features at the control sites. The orienteer must 

select the photo that matches each control site. 

Maps Completed at the Start of 2019 

By the start of the year the permanent courses on the Whiteman Park (Mussel Pool), Lake 

Leschenaultia and Settlers Common (Armadale Homestead) bushland areas in the greater Perth 

area, which had fallen into disrepair, had been re-mapped, permissions for their use as Anytime 

Orienteering Areas had been obtained, courses re-designed, control markers hung and the 

courses, together with accompanying information, had been put on line 

(https://www.wa.orienteering.asn.au/get-involved/anytime-orienteering). 

At Whiteman Park a second smaller map of the Whiteman Village area was updated, and the 

course updated and augmented. This map is distributed to individuals and families visiting the 

Park’s Information Centre, and was not put on line. 

Map Usage 

The use of the three main maps has been electronically monitored, with the following results 

recorded as at 17th September 2019: 

Map Download Requests Number of Participants 
(Predicted by downloader) 

Lake Leschenaultia 96 784 

Settlers’ Common 94 968 

Whiteman Park 141 1341 

 

https://www.wa.orienteering.asn.au/get-involved/anytime-orienteering


 
 

From the information provided by downloaders it could be seen that in addition to individuals 

and families, 32 school teachers and 5 scout leaders had accessed material and accounted for a 

large proportion of the anticipated participants. 

It was agreed that the number of maps distributed by the Information Centre at the Whiteman 

Park Village would be recorded by their staff but as yet this has not been made available. 

New Completed 

In 2019 the Jorgensen Park map on the outskirts of Perth was updated, and revised to take into 

consideration sections prohibited due to dieback concerns. Permissions for the revised map to 

be used for Anytime Orienteering were obtained, new markers hung, and re-designed course 

maps and updated background information put on line. 

In addition, a photo map of the Albany Town Centre, extended to include Amity Park, was 

completed. Hard copies of this have been made available to the Albany Visitor Centre and 

electronic copies can be downloaded from the OWA website. 

New Underway 

The Foxes Lair bushland park on the edge of Narrogin that was mapped for the Easter carnival 

has been approved for Anytime Orienteering. Courses have been designed, control markers 

made and the Information sheet for the web page has been drafted. We anticipate that the 

markers will be erected and courses and information put on line by the end of 2019. 

Permission has also been sought for the Manning Park bush and park area, which was re-

mapped for the WA Schools Championships, to be used for Anytime Orienteering. The first line 

of permissions has been received and we await clearance from the City of Cockburn’s 

Environmental Officer. 

Maintenance 

In October, the Whiteman Park maps were checked. Several broken control marker plates on 

the Mussel Pool map were replaced. A small section of that map will require updating when 

current work on a new playground is completed. 

Minor updates were made to the Whiteman Village map. 

After discussion with the WA Coaching Coordinator it has been agreed that annual checking of 

Anytime Orienteering controls on Metro maps can be incorporated into training activities for 

the Numbats (juniors in the OWA development squad). 



 
 

Set-back in Bunbury 

The area on the outskirts of Bunbury in which OWA had hoped to set up Anytime Orienteering 

has not been approved as it, and other nearby bush maps previously used for orienteering, 

have been debarred for orienteering as they are in an area recently set aside for a new 

conservation area. 

 

Plans for 2020 if roll-over of funds is approved 

Mt. Melville in Albany has received approval for Anytime Orienteering, but people to erect 

controls will have to come from Perth, as the job is too labour-intensive for the small club 

based there. 

Two other areas with tourist as well as local appeal that are currently under consideration are 

Yanchep National Park and Rottnest Island. School groups attend camps/daytrips in both these 

areas and requests have come through to OWA for orienteering to be established there. 
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