
Oceania 2022 

Orienteering Australia (OA) and Orienteering New Zealand (ONZ) have agreed (subject to the 

endorsement of the International Orienteering Federation (IOF)) that the Oceania Orienteering 

Championships should be conducted biennially in even years, commencing in 2022. 

The primary reasons for the change are: 

• This change brings the Oceania Championships into line with the other regional 

championships, which are held in even years; 

• Odd-year staging can result in regional champions’ places at the World Orienteering 

Championships being rendered void in certain circumstances (e.g. the 2019 regional 

champions in the middle and long-distance disciplines will be superseded by the 2021 

regional champions for the 2021 World Orienteering Championships). 

Oceania Championships rules and guidelines 

The Oceania Championships are governed by Appendix 11 of the IOF competition rules for foot 

orienteering events (The Oceania Orienteering Championships incorporating the Oceania Junior 

Orienteering Championships and the Oceania Youth Orienteering Championships). Additional rules 

and guidelines can be found in section 2.12 of the Orienteering Australia Operation Manual (OA/ONZ 

agreement). The IOF rules govern the open, junior, and youth competitions. The OA/ONZ agreement 

covers classes other than those subject to the IOF rules. 

Of relevance in these complementary sets of rules and guidelines are the following elements: 

• The addition of junior and youth classes in the IOF rules. In order to provide a reasonable 

opportunity for junior and youth competitors to participate, the dates for the championships 

should ideally coincide with school holidays;  

• The requirement in the OA/ONZ agreement that “Each of the Championships events may be 

held in conjunction with some other major event, though not a National championship 

(individual or relay), provided that the Oceania Championships event receives top priority 

with the other event in all aspects of the promotion”. Although this requirement is not 

mentioned in the IOF rules, OA considers it an essential requirement to maintain the 

integrity and status of the Oceania Championships. 

Recent Oceania Championships 

When hosted by ONZ, the Oceania Championships are generally a stand-alone competition 

conducted in January, although in 2017 they were held prior to the World Masters Championships in 

April. When hosted by Australia, they are generally held in conjunction with the Australian 

Orienteering Championships, although in 2015 they were held in January in Tasmania in conjunction 

with an IOF World Cup round. 

In 2021, they will again be held in January, in the Christchurch region in New Zealand. 

Options for 2022 in Australia: 

1. A stand-alone competition? 

2. As part of an extended Australian Orienteering Championships carnival? 

3. Separate competitions for the classes governed by the IOF rule and those classes governed 

by the Australia-New Zealand Challenge rules? 



Option 1 – Stand-alone competition 

• January:  impractical in regions prone to extreme heat and bushfires (e.g. most of Australia 

other than Tasmania and highland regions, although this is only “on average” for these 

regions so obviously not ideal given the impracticality of postponing events should extreme 

heat and/or bushfires occur). 

• Post-Easter: a possibility if both Australian and New Zealand school holidays allow (i.e. to 

give junior and youth competitors a reasonable opportunity to compete), and an organiser 

can be found. ONZ usually conducts its national championships over Easter, so organisers of 

a post-Easter Oceania would have to take this into consideration in their marketing of the 

event. 

• Mid-July is the only other time over the late-autumn – early-spring period where Australian 

and New Zealand school holidays might coincide, but this is impractical due to WOC and 

JWOC competitions. 

Option 2 – As part of an extended Australian Orienteering Championships carnival 

• This option was used in 2011 and 2019 and proved viable. In both years (coincidentally in 

WA), the Australian sprint and middle-distance championships were held after the 

Australian 3-Day championships, and the Australian Championship carnival was extended 

to include the Oceania Championships. In 2019, the net effect was one additional race at 

the Australian Championships carnival. This model creates complications in staging the 

relay competition, and from that point of view it’s not as neat as a stand-alone 

competition, but on the other hand, it is only marginally more onerous (one additional 

competition), and in some Australian Championship carnivals organisers have taken 

advantage of the captive market to stage an additional race anyway (e.g. a state 

championships). 

• ONZ normally sends a school team to the Australian Schools Championships (in 2019, there 

were two teams). It’s possible youth and junior competitors would attend both a stand-

alone competition and an Australian Championships carnival, but more likely only one. 

Assuming ONZ’s youth participants come from the schools teams, it is likely that this 

option would maximise participation, benefiting both organisers and competitors. 

• Orienteering ACT has indicated it will consider an extended 3-Day carnival in 2022 to 

include the national sprint and middle-distance championships. 

Option 3 – Separate competitions for open/junior/youth classes and other classes  

• It has been suggested that we could include the Oceania Championships (for IOF classes) in 

the National Orienteering League (NOL) competition. This is effectively a proposition to 

stage a stand-alone competition, but with fewer classes, so it could be considered a less 

onerous undertaking than organising a competition that covered all classes. 

• IOF rules require that “The programme shall include Long distance, Middle distance and 

Sprint competitions plus a Relay or Sprint Relay”, so a minimum of four days of 

competition. The OA/ONZ rules for the Oceania Championships require that “The 

Championships will consist of Sprint, Middle, and Long-Distance events and a Relay event 

held within one week of each other”. Although the IOF rules don’t explicitly require that 

the competition be held over a single week, it could reasonably be inferred that this would 

be a mandatory requirement when seeking IOF endorsement for the event, so spreading 

the Oceania competitions over multiple NOL events is impractical.  



Summary 

OA conducts two national events annually, with the Oceania Championships a quadrennial 

complication. The rescheduling of Oceania to even years doesn’t remove this complication, but the 

removing anomaly resulting from odd-year championships justifies the move. 

A combined Oceania-Australian Championships carnival is a viable alternative to a stand-alone 

carnival. In WA in 2019, participation in the sprint and middle-distance championships following the 

3-Day was 80% of the 3-Day participation, and the combined 2019 Oceania-Australian 

Championships participation was 1000+, approximately 20% higher than Australian Championships 

of recent years. 

 A disadvantage and complication of Option 2 is the relay competition. In 2019, the Australian Relay 

Championships for M/W20 and 21 classes were held as part of a NOL competition, and the relay 

competition at the Oceania-Australian Championships was either “The Oceania & Australian Relay 

Championships” (in the entries calendar), or the “2019 Oceania Relay Championships”  (in the 

published results). This confusion (for both competitors and organisers) could be reduced by 

changing the OA rules to make the Australian Relay Championships optional when the Oceania 

Championships are held along with the Australian Championships: 

Current rule: 
3.1 The Australian Championships, consisting of the Australian Long Distance Championships, the 
Australian Middle Distance Championships, the Australian Sprint Championships and the Australian 
Relay Championships are organised every year. 
Proposed rule: 
3.1 The Australian Championships, consisting of the Australian Long Distance Championships, the 
Australian Middle Distance Championships, and the Australian Sprint Championships shall be 
organised every year. The Australian Relay Championships shall be organised every year, unless a 
combined Oceania and Australian Championships carnival is conducted, in which case an Australian 
Relay Championships may be organised in addition to the Oceania Relay Championships. 
Reason for the change: 
Organisational expediency is obviously the driver for the rule change, and for the overwhelming 
majority of competitors it is unlikely to be of significance. 
 
      


