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Report to 2019 Orienteering Australia Annual Conference 

The Australian Orienteer magazine continues to be published four times per year on 
the 1

st
 of March, June, September and December. Along with websites, e-bulletins and 

Facebook pages, the magazine remains a key tool for advertising our sport beyond 
our membership with the goal of attracting new participants to the fold.  

We are very fortunate to have the services of Peter Cusworth whose graphic artist 
design skills make the magazine layout much more attractive and readable than it 
would be if I were to do that part of the production. As Managing Editor my role is to 
source and create articles of current interest and to obtain suitable maps and photos, 
as well as creating the page-by-page structure of each edition. Regularly combing 
through thousands of photos from various world championships to find suitable photos 
of Aussies is time-consuming, but rewarding when I find them. Chasing up recalcitrant 
contributors is a common but fairly easy function. More time-consuming is the regular 
search for advertisers, chasing up orders & deliveries, invoicing advertisers, and 
sorting out problems with subscribers, particularly those overseas. All-in-all I estimate 
that my work on the magazine takes about 1000 hours each year. 

Since it was announced that the magazine would be available on-line and as a 
download, with a substantial reduction in the number of printed copies in circulation, 
commercial advertisers have progressively walked away from The Australian 

Orienteer so that the magazine is now left with a much reduced advertising income 
provided by advertisers from within the Orienteering community only, mainly 
advertising for events. Volume of printed copies in circulation is now less than half the 
number just a few years ago. 

That said, I trust that all Orienteers are happy with The Australian Orienteer 
magazine, whether it be the printed or the on-line copy, and that they will remain avid 
readers well into the future.  

Michael Hubbert 

Managing Editor 

 


