
Discussion Paper 

Agenda Item: Making events easier to organise: MapRun in the Covid Era (and beyond) 
 
MapRun is a smart-phone/Garmin Watch App that can be used for informal Orienteering 
events. It is convenient for organisers, and flexible for participants, but it does not meet the 
formal standards of Orienteering. 
 
MapRun uses GPS-based punching, so it enables: 
- easy setup of routine club events (particularly StreetO),  
- allows courses to be left open (without equipment in the field), and 
- allows convenient personal events for recreation and training. 
 
MapRun fails some of the tests for what is ‘real’ Orienteering: 
- not a formally-endorsed punching method, 
- carrying a GPS device with screen 
- variability in punching radius  
- etc etc 
 
MapRun has become reasonably popular with Orienteers, Rogainers, Trail Runners, Adventure 
racers. It is now being used: 
- in 35 countries, with 
- approx 8000 individual participations a month, with about 28% of these being in Australia. 
 
MapRunG has also been introduced, allowing runners to run without carrying their phone, and 
just using their Garmin watch. For people who have a Garmin watch of sufficient capability, 
this has rapidly become the preferred approach. 
 
During periods of Covid constraints, MapRun has allowed Clubs to run DIY events, which are 
typically: 

- Print your own map from a PDF attached to the Event in Eventor 
- Run in your own time, some time in a designated few days/week, observing any 

Covid constraints (distance from home, social distancing etc) 
- Results are assembled in the usual way 
- Some clubs are not charging, and others are requiring payment for the result to be 

official. 
- Some clubs are using the “Start Anywhere” option which allows runners to start at 

any control they choose. (They then need to finish at that same location). 
 
MapRun’s relationship with Orienteering could be compared with what T20 (Big Bash) is to 
Test Cricket. It is: 
- a quick, convenient format 
- break/changes some of the rules 
- will not appeal to all “Cricketers". 
 
The strategy to date,  has been to position MapRun as an offering of the Sport of 
Orienteering, and not as a parallel sport that also involves running with maps. This is 
appropriate given the financial support provided to MapRun by Orienteering Australia. 
 
The Strategy has been: 
- Orienteering (like many sports), has to work hard to attract newcomers, as the average age 



of current participants is increasing, 
- Therefore Orienteering has an opportunity to grow by broadening it range of offerings. 
(Like the embracing of eSports (virtual orienteering) by IOF.) 
- GPS-based punching is one avenue to attract new participants (Approx  70% of runners in 
the Brisbane NightNav’s are not members of Orienteering Clubs). 
- Despite concerted efforts over several years to “migrate” NightNav runners to main-stream 
Orienteering events, this has had little success. 
- Although this pathway to main-stream orienteering should not be ignored, GPS-based events 
are now a significant standing part of many Orienteering Club’s programs 
- Ugly Gully (UGQ) in 2019 (the last normal “pre-Covid” year), conducted 32 GPS-based 
events and only 16 more formal SI-based Park and Bush events. Covid lockdowns have 
increased use of MapRun Globally by a factor of approx. 8 times. 
 
The alternative to the strategy of embracing GPS-based punching within the sport of 
Orienteering, could be the growth of map/running sports that parallel and compete with 
Orienteering. 
 
It is not likely that T20 cricket take over Test Cricket or vice versa… and similarly unlikely that 
GPS-based punching will approach the precision of SI-based punching.  So it is not expected 
that we will be running state/national championships with GPS-based punching. 
 
For routine club events, the practice has been to integrate these into the “normal” framework 
for Orienteering events: 

- Events advertised in Eventor (except for those organised by non-Orienteering clubs eg 
Rogaine, Trail, Adventure races, and ad hoc personal “events”) 

- Pre-entry in Eventor (if applicable) 
- An expectation that these events are covered by Insurance (as for other Club events) 
- Results posted to Eventor for statistics purposes (Participants will typically use 

MapRun’s own result display as it shows tracks and other MapRun specifics).  
- Normal State and National event levies are paid for organised events (with the 

exception of some DIY events). 
(The above is dependent upon decisions by local organisers). 

 
It is unknown how many clubs will return to flags and SI units, for StreetO/ParkO, once Covid 
restrictions are lifted, given that they have been through the learning curve with MapRun, and 
experienced the saving in effort. 
 
There are several other GPS-based punching solutions: 

- UsynligO – supports individual training, but not organised events (eg no results 
collation) 

- O-Range – a Garmin watch app like MapRunG  
 
Discussion Points: 
 

1. Is MapRun “Orienteering”? 
2. Is it OK to not be covered by existing Orienteering Technical Standards? 
3. Any recommended Action? 
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