
ISOM COMPLIANCE TESTING
hƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ 

down the rabbit hole





Edge to edge 
minimum gaps

Å0.05 Broken ground, rocky ground dots 
(specified centre to centre as .15)

Å0.15 Point features in general

Å0.2 Passage between two cliffs

Å0.25 Between impassable cliffs

Å0.3 Passages through buildings

Å0.4 Impassable line feature gaps

άListing all symbol combinations is not 
practical, but the following strong 
recommendations should be combined 
ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǎŜƴǎŜΦέ



Screen overlay table









Notional test 
for 0.15 gaps 

between 
similar 

coloured
objects

False 
negatives

False 
positives

Correct 
detection





Notional error type assessment for this example

Gap test True errors False positives False negatives

0.05 1 0 9

0.15 2 5 4

0.2 3 8 3

0.25 4 9 2

0.3 5 10 1

0.4 6 11 0



CheckOMap Server

ÅService provided by Jerker Boman

ÅEmail submission with attached file and correct 
message header (beware google translate)

ÅApplies compliance rules to symbol codes in all 
possible combinations. Unsure if this means 7000 
tests.

ÅFile size and file format limitations



CheckOMapproduces 30 different error symbols
Generally only 8 are detected

ÅGap point errors

ÅPoint density errors

ÅArea shape errors

ÅLine shape errors

ÅGap line errors

ÅMinimum length errors

ÅMinimum area errors

ÅArea overlap errors



CheckOMapproduces 30 different error symbols
Generally only 8 are detected

ÅGap point errors

ÅPoint density errors

ÅArea shape errors

ÅLine shape errors

ÅGap line errors

ÅMinimum length errors

ÅMinimum area errors

ÅArea overlap errors



CheckOMap
error report



Issues with CheckOMap

ÅExcessive error count

ÅDoes not accept OCAD18 or OOM files

ÅAssumes OCAD standard symbol set or 
SOFT symbol set

ÅLimited input file size

ÅBecoming less reliable



CheckOMapovercounting of errors



How seriously to take CheckOMapillegal overlap





Issues with CheckOMap

ÅExcessive error count

ÅDoes not accept OCAD18 or OOM files

ÅAssumes OCAD standard symbol set or 
SOFT symbol set

ÅLimited input file size

ÅBecoming less reliable



OOM First 
steps



What is your name?
What is your quest?
What is an appropriate level of ISOM17 compliance?





Stages of ISOM emotional reconciliation

ÅIdealism: I am going to make a fully compliant map!

ÅDenial and angerΥ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ōǳƭƭǎƘƛǘΗΗΗΗΗ /ƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǊǊƻǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ 
ǎǳōƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ άŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘέ ƳŀǇ ŦƻǊ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎΦ

ÅBargaining: Can I game this testing tool?

ÅDepression: Serially amending and submitting map for 
reassessment

ÅAcceptanceΥ vǳƛǘŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŜǊǊƻǊǎ ƭŜŦǘΣ ōǳǘ ƳŀǇ ƭŜƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
seem to be improving. Stop now. Law of diminishing returns.



ÅIts best to check as you go, preferably 
in the field in complex terrain

ÅBe realistic about compliance ςάLǘ ƛǎ 
up to you to decide what can be 
ignored and what needs to be 
ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘΦέ WŜǊƪŜǊ Boman

ÅUsing these tools will improve the 
output of all but the most 
experienced mappers. My 27th map is 
much better than my 26th.

ÅYou will never look at another map 
again in the same way. Non-
compliance will jump off the page at 
you


