
What is an event?  A discussion paper 

An important part of measuring participation is defining what an event is. Our existing definition, as 

well as that of Sport Australia (see Appendix), is centred around something for which a fee is 

charged. In most cases this will be obvious, but there are a number of ‘edge cases’, such as: 

• Coaching and training activities – sometimes a fee will be charged for these to cover costs 

but they are not ‘events’ in the usual sense. 

• Events which are of a similar form to a normal event but are free to participants (this might 

occur, for example, as a result of a grant for come-and-try-it activities). 

• ‘Training events’ – for which no fee is charged, and which are not formally classified as 

events. (In some cases in 2020, these have taken place in order to comply with Covid 

restrictions which did not allow for organised sport but did allow for outdoor recreation 

alone or in small groups).  

There are two major reasons why OA requires accurate records of participation (in addition to its 

own statistics): 

• Reporting participation to Sport Australia, in particular being able to accurately report the 

number of people in their ‘exposure’ categories. 

• The calculation of OA event levies (which we are trying to automate as much as possible 

through the data in Eventor).  

One possible structure we might adopt in principle would be as follows: 

• Defining an event as being an activity for which a fee is collected and results are recorded. 

(The latter would exclude training camps and similar). 

• Defining an additional category of participation outside organised events which we would 

try to collect as much data on as possible (at present only for our own statistics, but could be 

relevant to Sport Australia in the future). This would include informal training events and 

activities, as well as usage of virtual or permanent courses (either traditional, or through 

Maprun or similar platforms).  

However, we have yet to fully determine whether this creates any conflicts with the use of Eventor 

for participation data. 

Feedback from states is welcome. We expect to bring a more formal proposal to the AGM. 
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PARTICIPATION REPORTING to SPORT AUSTRALIA 

 

NSO Membership Data Reporting 

Sport Australia Definitions: 

(1) Full Active Players 

A person with access to the full range of programs and services offered by the 

organisation or their affiliated clubs or associations, as a registered player.  

This type of member participates actively in a structured competition or competitive 

activity, provides personal data and typically pays a full registration fee.  

This category does not include social members, non-playing members, coaches, officials 

or a participant captured in other categories.  

This category excludes participants captured in the Exposure categories. 

(2) Exposure 

(a) Program 

A person with access to a limited range of programs and services offered by the 

organisation or their affiliated club or association as a participant.  

This type of participant may provide personal data, typically pays a lesser registration fee 

and participates in programs rather than in regular competitions.  

This category includes children participating in junior and modified programs organised 

by the organisation or their affiliated club, association or endorsed deliverer.  

This category excludes participants who are also Full Active Players or other Exposure 

(Event, School &/or 3rd Party) participants. 

(b) Event 

A person who pays a fee per event to participate in a single event (e.g. a one-off race or 

gala day) or multiple single events delivered or organised by the organisation or their 

affiliated clubs or associations.  

This category excludes participants who are also Full Active Players or other Exposure 

(Program, School &/or 3rd Party) participants. 

 

 



(c) School 

A child who participates in regular competitions or programs in a school which is 

organised by an NSO or affiliate, or can demonstrate a partnership with the NSO or their 

affiliated clubs or associations.  

This category includes SSO/NSO delivered activities, events, competitions or programs 

organised by the NSO or their affiliate; and school sport competitions affiliated to the 

NSO.  

The ASC will provide data for funded Sporting Schools programs.  

This category excludes participants who are also Full Active Players or other Exposure 

(Program, Event & 3rd Party) participants. 

(d) Third Party 

A person who participates in either a short-term or temporary program, or a single event 

delivered or organised by a third party organisation.  

The third party organisation must be able to demonstrate a formal partnership with the 

NSO or their affiliated clubs or associations.  

This type of participant must provide personal data and the NSO must be able to 

communicate with the individual participant.  

This category excludes participants captured in Full Active or other Exposure (Program, 

Event & School) categories. 

 

 


