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Minutes 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF ORIENTEERING AUSTRALIA 

7.30pm (AEST) Monday, 4 April 2022 
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Attendance  
Bill Jones (BJ) – Director  
Andrew Lumsden (AL) – Secretary  
Richard Mountstephens (RM) – Director, Finance  
Craig Steffens (CS) - Director, Operations & MTBO  
Brett Weihart (BW) – Director, Coaching & High Performance  

Arpad Kocsik (AK) - General Manager 

Apologies:  

Jenny Casanova – Director, Technical 

Mike Dowling – Chair 

In Mike’s absence Richard Mountstephens chaired the meeting. 

Conflicts of Interest 
Nil 

Minutes of the 7 March 2022 Board Meeting 
The Minutes, with an amendment from BW, be accepted. Moved: AL; Seconded: BJ; Passed. 

Director Identification Number supplied? 
Yes: AL, CS, RM 

AGM set-up 
Troy de Haas has agreed to be a Director. The directors agreed, by email, to appoint him (as an 

appointed director). The Board will appoint him at a post-AGM meeting on 11 April. Subject to Troy’s 

agreement, he will be Director, Marketing and Communication.  

 

Standing Committees – since we sent out the AGM Notice, we have learned that the Standing 

Committees include only the Technical, Mapping and Events Committees. 

The Board reviewed the AGM agenda.  

Action: AK to follow up with states - confirm delegates to AGM by the end of this week. [Done.] 

For decisions 

Awards and trophies 
David Hogg, National Awards and Trophies Manager, provided the Board with an issues paper. The 

Board agreed with the proposals in the paper and that David should take the following actions. 

• Review the existing perpetual trophies to determine which ones are no longer suitable – eg 

difficult to transport, design issues. Determine which perpetual trophies should be retired 

and whether to replace them by a more portable or virtual new trophy.  

• In conjunction with CS and/or Peter Cusworth, create a virtual version of all physical 

perpetual trophies to go onto the website and/or be used as backups.  

• Upgrade the Awards pages of the OA website by listing all winners and improving the design 

of the pages (similar to ONSW or Sport Australia Hall of Fame websites).  

• Investigate continuing with medals for the Silva Orienteer of the Year (Silva Medal), the 

Athlete of the Year and the David Hogg Medal for Event Management. 

https://www.onsw.asn.au/the-association/honours-and-awards
https://sahof.org.au/hall-of-fame/general-members/
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• Store in the OACT Office perpetual trophies that the recipients are unable to transport, as 

well as retired trophies which are retained for their heritage value.  

• Review of the relevant sections of the Operational Manual to reflect current or proposed 

practice relating to awards and trophies. For the Awards that have a selection process for 

the winner: 

o one group to handle the awards process for everything except Athlete of the Year. 

Most of these awards are made for service to orienteering over a long period of 

time, so the group should mostly be formed from older orienteers.  

o the Athlete of the Year requires a younger group. HP Management Group, MTBO 

and Athletes Commissions and OA Statisticians to be consulted about appropriate 

selection group structure and selection processes.  

o Review the options for nominations for the services awards and Hall of Fame 

inductions, including consultation with State Associations and relevant parts of OA.  

[Post meeting: $2000 was added to the 2022 budget for trophies.] 

Finance  
RM noted the 2021-2025 Budget was endorsed by the States in 2020. Going forward, the budget 

might need to factor in inflation. He noted that directors overseeing significant expenditure will 

need to provide more detailed budget forecasts.    

The audited financial statements will be finalised this week. 

Action: RM to finalise the budget and submit it and the audited financial statements to the AGM for 

Acceptance.  

Orienteering Australia Foot Orienteering Competition Rules  
JC submitted a revised edition of these Competition Rules for adoption. The Board decided to query 

why the new IOF Rule 19.13 was not incorporated. This Rule says that a problem on the course 

should be fixed as soon as possible. 

The Board also had some queries regarding terminology. 

Action: AL to refer these issues back to the Chair of the Technical Committee. 

Public Liability insurance issues 
The Board discussed matters to be raised with our insurance broker, some of these were covered in 

a legal advice to Orienteering NSW.  

● Amendment of the broad computer exclusion clause in the Policy wording. 

● Notifying the insurer of the use of MapRun courses and permanent courses and virtual 

courses made available for an extended period of time. 

● to ask for confirmation that Orienteering has they have adequate insurance to cover 

potential liability arising from recreational, permanent and virtual courses. 

● liability arising from orienteering activities on property where Orienteering has not given 

property owner approval. 

On a more mechanical level, in the certificate of currency: 

● In the name of insured – can nominated be replaced with incorporated? 

● Can we eliminate the need for the list of counterparties? 

Action: AK and CS to contact OA’s insurance broker. 

https://orienteering.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/2021-2022-Orienteering-Australia-CofC-with-counterparties.pdf
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Domain names  
.au Domain Administration Limited (auDA) has announced a change in Australian domain names. 

Instead of web addresses such as orienteering.asn.au, OA can request be given priority to use the 

domain name orienteering.au.  

Motion: Orienteering Australia make a priority request to register orienteering.au. Moved: RM, 

seconded. CS. 

[Post meeting: Craig Feuerherdt has registered a request.] 

2023 Oceania Championships Carnival 
The Board noted there are a range of issues that need to be clarified quickly to allow the 2023 

Oceania Championships Carnival to be well promoted.  

Action: AK, AL and MD to work with Christine Brown, Carnival Director, and ONZ to resolve by the 

May Meeting. 

Meeting with Sport Australia Marketing  
AK and AL met with Jason Sleeman, National Events Director, SMA.  

SMA has a formal relationship with 60+ councils. It has found funding for at least five national 

orienteering carnivals in the past six years. The Easter and Australian Champs Spring Carnivals have 

enough ‘bed nights’ to be attractive for regional councils to bid for. Potentially, this could extend 

down to state level events. 

Under SMA arrangements, councils often provide value in kind support – eg traffic management, 

portable toilets, community halls. 

The potential for council funding increases if regional councils bid for events. We need to build this 

into the process of allocating Carnivals. The Board will discuss this with the new Directors in May; 

contacting SMA could be put into the Event Committee remit. 

SMA has a grant writing service for a 10-15% fee deductible from the grant, no upfront payment. 

This can be used to make our Carnivals into premium level events. This could include TV coverage, 

food trucks, camp sites and local marketing. 

SMA can also try to arrange sponsorship deals.  

Action: AL and AK – holding reply to SMA and to include SMA and how to engage with it on May 

meeting Agenda – how to interact with SMA should be run past the new directors.  

Moira Whiteside bequest  
Nearly all of the funds have been received; a small residual amount has been held over until the 

Estate has been finalised. 

Investment Committee – Terms of Reference – RM noted that Terms of Reference had been drafted. 

The aim of the Investment Committee will be: To invest the proceeds of Moira Whiteside Bequest 

for funding targeted payments to OA on a long-term sustainable basis. 

AL noted that, for personal reasons, Stuart McWilliam wishes to step down from the Guardians. Greg 

Barbour and Barbara Junghans remain. 

The Board decided: 
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1. There could be value in one committee evaluating applications to receive funding from both 

the Moira Whiteside bequest and from Sport Australia funding (eg for participation). This 

Grants & Bequest Distribution Committee will be appointed to recommend recipients of 

funds annually.  

2. The Board is happy for Greg Barbour and Barbara Junghans to draft terms of reference for 

the Committee. The ToR should ensure expenditure aligns with Orienteering Australia’s 

strategy, the terms of the Sport Australia funding and the Moira Whiteside bequest. The 

draft terms of reference will need to be socialised with OA officers and States. 

OA Office 
Arpad’s laptop: AL thinks we should pay for Microsoft Office on AK’s laptop. The Board agreed that 

AK should purchase a 5-licence pack of Microsoft Office. 

Physical presence: Currently, OA doesn’t really have an office. It has some cupboards in the ONSW 

office. ONSW has been told to downsize, so AK and AL will sort through the cupboards’ contents.  

When it becomes a company, OA will need to have a registered office, with a name plate, that it is 

open during business hours. We plan to ask OACT if we can use its office for this purpose. The ONSW 

office isn’t really suitable. 

Reports 

Árpád Kocsik - First month report.  
Highlights include: 

• meetings with state presidents and their colleagues (all except SA and VIC); and 

• a Teams Meeting with 80+ National Sport Organisation CEOs organised by Sport Australia. 

International Orienteering Federation 
BW and Fredrik Johansson had an informal, amicable and wide-ranging in-person meeting with the 

new IOF CEO, Henrik Eliasson. They did not raise the issue of personal spots at the 2022 World 

Orienteering Championships for the 2019 Oceania Sprint Champions. Since the March meeting, one 

of these Champions, Brodie Nankervis, has nominated for WOC.  

 

AL and BW attended the IOF Extraordinary General Assembly that approved changes to the IOF 

Statutes. The main changes improved the conduct of General Assemblies and amended the 

obligations of members and the triggers for suspending members. 

The Board noted that the IOF has appointed Christine Brown, an experienced Australian Senior IOF 

Event Adviser, to its Disciplinary Panel 

Athletes Commission 
Four athletes have expressed an interest in being a member of the Athletes Commission. 

National Integrity Unit  
An application for funding from the National Sports Tribunal Dispute Resolution Policy Adoption 

Program has been submitted and accepted. 

Activity plan update 
BW has provided inputs. 
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General Business 
CS noted that the website upgrade project team has gone out to website design firms to seek 

quotes. It concentrated on firms that have designed State websites. 

The majority of work on the Controller curriculum project is drawing to a close with the exception of 

the Level 1 foot orienteering curriculum, which is being redrafted.   

Planned absences 
Anna Sheldon does not want any OA Director work until after the Easter and Anzac weekend events 

are over. She is the Event Adviser for the Carnival. 

Thank you 
The other Directors thanked BJ for his work on the Board during his current term and as President in 

2008 to 2010. 

Next Board meeting 
Subject to agreement of new directors, 7.30pm (AEST) Monday, 2 May 2022 

Meeting closed at 10.20pm (AEST).  


